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Russjan government: Honecker must go 


ibnwr gwnmneat has decided tb* the 

nod Saturday. The ** Interf “ new* agency 

Mr- Honecker was taken Friday 
to SeSorirtU^iJS? Y f J ? sns PWnuneot. Mr. Honecker, 79. fled 
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wba 1 m»im»» Interfax said. The actions of officials 
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Tehran times: Two hostages to be freed 

NICOSIA (AF) — The English-language newspaper Tehran Times says 
two Western hostages, an American and a Briton, will soon be freed from 
c aptivity in Lebanon. A report published Sunday in the Enghsh-tanguage 
newspaper said the kidnappers “would most probably give priority to a 
British hostage.” The only Briton still held in Lebanon is Anglican Church 
envoy Terry Waite, who disappeared in Beirut Jan. 20, 1987, while trying 
to negotiate the release of American hostages. Four Americans are still 
held Wage by fundamentalists linked to Iran. “Our correspondent 
reported that the captors of Western hostages will release two Western 
hostages, one British and one American, on humanitarian grounds.” the 
Times report said. The newspaper also said that United Nations envoy 
Giaodomeoico PICCO had arrived in Damascus to pursue efforts to end 
the saga of the foreign captives in Lebanon. U.N. officials in New York 
confirmed Friday that Mr. Picco had left for the Middle East to pursue 
efforts to free die hostages, but did not say where exactly be headed for. 
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Sharif Zeid forming 
government following 
Masri’s resignation 


Swedish group uses 
Iraqi Airways plane 

AMMAN (R) — A Swedish relief 
organisation said Saturday it had 
usedan Iraqi Airways plane to fly 
supplies from Sweden in the first 
humanitarian flight allowed the 
grounded airline since the inva- 
sion of Kuwait. The Committee 
to Save the Children in Iraq said 
the Boeing 707 flew to Amman 
from Stockholm on Friday car- 
tying 16.5 tonnes of food, medical 
equipment and medicine. The 
supplies left by truck for Iraq 
Saturday. Iraqi Airways has been 
grounded since the United Na- 
tions imposed wide-ran g in g sanc- 
tions on Baghdad after it invaded 
Kuwait last year. The relief agen- 
cy, a coalition of Swedish aid 
organisations, said the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee had 
approved the use of the Iraqi 
plane. 

Libya assails Israel’s 
stand on Golan 
Heights 

NICOSIA (R) — Libya Saturday 
joined other Arab states in de- 
nouncing an Israeli vote to up- 
hold occupation of the Golan 
Heights and urged the U.N. to 
apply international law equally to 
all reentries. A Foreign Ministry 
statement said Libya “ strongly 
denounces and censures this deci- 
sion.” The Israeli parliament pas- 
sed a draft resolution Monday 
placing the Golan Heights off- 
limits in the Middle East peace 
talks. The statement said Libya 
supported Syria’s right to recover 
all occupied territory. It called on 
the world community, “especially 
the Security Council ami the 
U.N., to shoulder their responsi- 
bility of applying the principles of 
international law to an without 
any exception.” 

French evacuate 
nationals 

from north D|lbouti 

NAIROBI (AP) — The French 
army Saturday evacuated about 
15 French citizens from a village 
in northern Djibouti where fight- 
ing has intensified between gov- 
ernment troops and rebel forces. 
In Paris, a French Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman said there were no 
plans to evacuate anyone else 
from the small nation on the 
Horn of Africa. The spokesman 
said the French were pulled from 
die desert town of Tadjourah, 170 
kilometres north of Djibouti’s 
capital. 

Kuwaitis, foreigners 
held for fake visas 

KUWAIT CITY (AP) — Eight 
men who planned to sell false 
work visas to thousands of Asian 
workers were charged with 
forgery Saturday, police said. 
“We arrested them Monday in 
two apartments with the forged 
immig ration stamps, the docu- 
ments and 3,000 Kuwaiti dinars 
they had received 'as down pay- 
ments,” 1 said Colonel Abdullah 
AJ Fares, head of the criminal 
evidence department. The eight 
included two Kuwaitis, five Bang- 
ladeshis and a Jordanian. Police 
said the men were arrested before 
they could send any forged work 
visas to their clients, most of them 
living in Bangladesh. It was un- 
clear bow much the group would 
charge for each visa. CoL Fares 
said the suspects were working on 
4,000 visas and were planning to 
leave the country with large sums 
of money they thought they 
would make from “naive workers 
who would and up in the hands of 
airport security and immigration 
intelligence.” 

Kurdish rebels kill 
4, injure 7 

ANKARA (AP) — Separatist 
Kurdish insurgents killed four 
people and wounded seven others 
in southeastern Turkey, the semi- 
official Anatolia news agency re- 
ported Satnrday. The guerrillas 
opened fire on a passenger bus 
near Sirvan township north of the 
Iraqi border Friday even ing, rill- 
ing four civilians and wounding 
seven, the report added. It said 
the Kurdish separatists torched 
six vehicles before escaping on 
foot The military was reported to 
have begun an operation in the 
region to apprehend the 
assailants. Kurdish separatist 
guerrillas have been waging war 
since 1984 to set up an indepen- 
dent Kurdish state 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, chief of the Royal Court, 
has launched intensive consulta- 
tions with political leaders and 
parliamentary group representa- 
tives in an effort to form a new 
government after die resignation 
of Prime Minister Taber Masri, 
informed sources said Saturday. 

It was not immediately dear 
when an official announcement 
would be made over the appoint- 
ment of Sharif Zeid as prime 
minister or when Mr. Masri 
would actually leave office. An 
offidal statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, last 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — A pre- 
viously unknown group said 
Satnrday it planted the bomb that 
blew up a Pan Am jetliner over 
Scotland three years ago, and 
denied Libyan involvement, 
Iran’s state-run radio reported. 

Tehran Radio said the claim 
came in a published statement 
“announcing the existence of the 
Revolutionary Arab Brigade 
Organisation." 

It did not say where the state- 
ment was published. Nor did it 
provide any details on tile group, 
including where it was based. 

It was not dear why the Ira- 
nians would want to involve 
themselves, however peripheral- 
ly, in the bombing issue. 

American and Scottish legal 
authorities Thursday fcsued arrest 
warrants for two men identified 
as Libyan intelligence agents 
allegedly involved in the bom tang 
of the Boeing 747 over Locker- 
bie, Scotland, Dec. 21, 1988, in 
which 270 people were killed. 

Iranian President Hashemi 
Rafisanjani has been striving to 
improve relations with the West 
and shed the Islamic republic’s 
reputation as a radical state that 
has sponsored terrorism. 

But anti-Western Iranian radic- 
als oppose Mr. Rafsanjani’s 
bridge-building effort and have 
frequently called for attacks on 
the United States and its allies in 
an apparent attempt to discredit 
him. 

They have seized on the moves 
against Libya as evidence that the 
West cannot be trusted. 

Tehran Radio said the group 
“rejected American claims con- 
cerning Libyan involvement in 
that incident as baseless, and 
stressed that those allegations are. 
within the framework of a pre- 
arranged Western {dot aimed at 
compromising the countries of 
the steadfast Arab front.” 

“Based on reliable information 
held by the organisation, Amer- 
ica is on the verge of im- 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — A New 
York-based human rights group 
says the United States and its 
allies committed serious viola- 
tions of the laws of war daring 
Operation Desert Storm, causing 
needless civilian deaths before 
the liberation of Kuwait last 
February. 

Middle East Watch, in a report 
released Sunday, criticised allies' 
selection of targets, timing of air 
strikes and the choice of weapons 
hi attacks on urban areas. 

The 402-page document, enti- 
tled "Needless Deaths,” said 
damage infli cted cm public in- 
stallations during the month-long 
.allied air campaign transformed 
Iraq from “a modem, energy 
dependent society into ... a pre- 
industrial age.” 

The report also faulted the 
allies for the silence they main- 
tained about civilian casualties in 
Iraq. 

“Despite persuasive evidence 
of the messy human dimensions 
of the bombing campaign, speci- 
fic damage and casualties sus- 


night indicated only that the 
announcement of Mr. Masri’s 
resignation would be made in the 
next few days. The statement did 
not name a successor to Mr. 
Masri. 

“The decision was taken after 
an assessment of the internal 
domestic situation Jordan in 
general and the cabinet situation 
in particular,” according to the 
statement, which Petra said was 
issued by the Council of Ministers 
after a meeting Saturday. 

Well-informed sources said 
that Mr. Masri officially resigned 
on Thursday and his government 
will continue to cany out its 
duties until Sharif Zeid finalises 
his cabinet. 


plementing retaliatory plans 
against Libya,” the radio re- 
ported. 

The White House said the Un- 
ited States was considering re- 
taliatory action against Libya and 
did not rule out military force. 

The United States bombed the 
Libyan cities of Tripoli and Ben- 
ghazi in April 1986 after a bomb- 
ing in Germany that killed an 
American serviceman. 

After the Lockerbie bombing, 
U.S. officials initially pointed the 
finger at the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine — 
General Command, headed by 
Ahmad Jibril. 

There was speculation that his 
group was hired by Iran to carry 
out the bombing as revenge for 
the shooting down of an Iran Air 
jetliner by the cruiser USS Vin- 
cennes in June 1988. All 290 
people aboard the aircraft were 
killed. 

A radical Iranian newspaper, 
Jomhuri Is! ami, Saturday accused 
the United States of fabricating 
charges against Libya “to secure 
to itself die right to embark on 
any action against any country 
without facing any protest from 
outside. 

“By resorting to such acts, the 
United States is laying the found- 
ation for anarchy in international 
relations, to . which the work! 
community cannot remain in- 
different,” the daily said. 

Iraq accused the United States 
Satnrday of waging a vendetta 
against Libya over the bombing. 

An Iraqi spokesman, quoted 
by the Iraq News Agency (INA), 
said U.S. charges levelled three 
years after the bombing of 
Flight 103 meant the Bosh admi- 
nistration wanted to “realise a 
certain objective detrimental to. 
fraternal Libya.” 

The Iraqi spokesman said: 
“Irrespective of the circumst- 
ances surrounding the plane iud- 


tained by Iraqi civilians from 
allied bomb and missile attacks 
have barely been noted by the 
Pentagon,” Middle East Watch 
noted. 

Middle East Watch said its 
document was meant “to break 
through this carefully constructed 
image of a near-flawless allied 
campign.” 

But it also contained harsh 
-criticism of Iraq's “illegal repris- 
als,” noting the indiscriminate 
missile attacks against population 
centres in Saudi Arabia and 


the aerial bombardment for safe- 
ty in Jordan.” Most of these were 
Asians or Africans. 

The report evaluated allied 
conduct under the laws of war, 
primarily the standards stipulated 
by the First Additonal Protocol of 
1977 to the 1949 Geneva Conven- 
tions. 


The change in government was 
warranted by Mr. Masri’s foiled 
attempts to mend fences with 
parliamentay blocs before the re- 
convening of the regular session 
of Parliament in December. 

Mr. Masri's differences with 
parliamentary blocs came to a 
feverish pitch after 49 parlia- 
mentarians signed a petition with- 
drawing confidence from the gov- 
ernment last month. The peti- 
tion. which constitutionally car- 
riers little weight, was signed by 
the 23 strong Muslim Brother- 
hood bloc, the 18-member Con- 
stitution Bloc and several inde- 
pendents and some Democratic 
Bloc members. 


Jordan, 

Syria to 
draw up 
‘action plan’ 

By a Jordan Times 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and Syria 
have agreed to work together 
towards drawing up “an action 
plan” to be adopted by all Arab 
parties to the Arab-Israeli peace 
negotiations to circumvent 
“Israeli attempts to undermine 
the. peace process,” a Jordanian 
minister said Sunday- 

Speaking after what he de- 
scribed as “friendly and lengthy” 
talks with Syrian Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouq Al Sharaa in Damas- 
cus, Tourism and Antiquities 
Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabar- 
iti said the two sides had “a frank 
and objective discussion of issues 
awaiting Arab parties to the 
peace negotiations.” 

In a telephone interview from 
Damascus, Mr. Kabariti said 
there was “a total convergence in 
views (between Jordan and Syria) 
on the basic issues.” 

He said further bilateral meet- 
ings would be held in Amman 
soon” to discuss procedural issues 
and other details... aimed at 
drawing up an action plan agreed 
upon by all concerned Arab par- 
ties." 

Mr.- Kabariti, who returns 
home Sunday, Thursday deli- 
vered a message to Syrian Prime 
Minister Mahmoud ZouTri from 
Jordanian Premier Taber Masri. 
He also met with Syria’s planning 
and tourism ministers Saturday. 

According to informed 
sources, Mr. Kabariti ’s talks in 
Damascus were not disrupted by 
the reported resignation of Mr. 
Masri’s government. The minis- 
ter was asked to go ahead with his 
scheduled meeting with Mr. Sbar- 
aa Satnrday without any change 
in his programme, the sources 
said. 


of their weaponry had provided 
an “exceptional opportunity” to 
conduct the bombing campaign 
with scrupulous care to avoid 
civilian casualties and comply 
with legal requirements. 

But the shortcomings, Middle 
East Watch sakt,. u appear to have 
involved deliberate decisions by 
allied commanders to take less 
than the maximum feasible pre- 
cautions necessary to avoid harm 
to civilians.” 

One shortcoming, it said, 
“arose in the allied choice of the 
time of day to execute certain 


hundreds of civilians were killed. 

The allies deployed “unguided 
bombs,” although they possessed 

“smart bombs” known for up to 
90 per cent precision, the report 
said. 

(Continued on page 3) 


According to preliminary reac- 


Iran: Non-Libyan group 
claims Lockerbie bombing 


(Continued on page 3) 

Human rights group accuses 
allies of violating laws of war 

It said the allies’ overwhelming 
air superiority and the precision 


Israel. 

Middle East Watch said its 
findings were primarily based on 

interviews conducted with > a tt a c ks in urban areas.” It listed 
“scores of Iraq residents of va- • day time attacks cm bridges, an 
rions nationalities who had fled underwear manufa c tu r in g plant 

and an oil-storage tank in which 



tions from parliamentary blocs 
Saturday, a new government 
headed by Sharif Zeid will be 
able to win the support of a 
majority in Parliament with a 
possible toning down of opposi- 
tion from the Brotherhood Bloc, 
which refused to join die Masri 
government. 

The Brotherhood contends 
that it cannot be part of any 
government which will negotiate 


peace with Israel. 

Ahmad Qtaish Al Azaideh, 
spokesman for the Muslim 
Brotherhood bloc, told the Jor- 
dan Times Saturday that the fun- 
damentalist movement remained 
opposed to peace talks with Israel 
but its tacit support or opposition 
to a Sharif Zeid government hing- 
ed on encbanced public free- 

(Continued on page 5) 


Arafat says PLO will 
press peace efforts 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) will continue to sup- 
port Middle East peace talks de- 
spite a vote by the Israeli parlia- 
ment rejecting any withdrawal 
from tne occupied Golan 
Heights, PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat told diplomats Satnrday. 

“The Knesset resolution is 
very dangerous to peace... de- 
spite that, we will continue to 
cooperate with all forces... in 
order to establish a com prehen- . 
give and just settlement,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat spoke at a recep- 
tion marking the third 
anniversary of the proclamation 
of a Palestinian state. 

The Knesset adopted a resolu- 
tion Monday saying the strategic 
Golan, taken from Syria in 1967, 
was not negotiable. 

Mr. Arafat said the opening of 
an Arab-lsraeli conference in 
Madrid last month was only a first 
step. 

“Great efforts win be needed 
to make it a success because of 
the Israeli government’s intransi- 
gence and the Knesset resolu- 
tion,” he said. 

A PLO spokesman said Satur- 
day that the Palestinian delega- 
tion to the next round the Middle 


East peace talks will not attend 
unless Washington, agrees to re- 
sume direct talks with the PLO. 

“If Washington or anbther 
American city becomes the site of 
the next round of Israeli- Arab 
negotiations, the Palestinian de- 
legation will not attend until the 
United States resumes dialogue 
with the PLO,” said Yasser Abed 
Rabbo, head of the PLO’s In- 
formation Department. 

. The ate for the next round of 
negotiations, which began In 
Madrid last month, has not yet 
been determined because of dif- 
fering views among the parties. 

Washington has been sug- 
gested as a com p romise venue. 

On Friday, a PLO spokesman 
in Tunis said he hoped the PLO 
would be allowed to reopen its 
office in Washington if the next 
phase of the Middle East peace 
process takes place there. 

The office was ordered dosed 
last year when U.S. offidals 
broke off dialogue with the FLO, 
saying it had foiled to punish 
Mohammad Abbas, then an Ex- 
ecutive Committee member, for 
masterminding a raid on an 
Israeli beach. 


U.N. protests to Israel 
over killing of peacekeeper 


TYRE, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
The United Nations protested to 
Israel Saturday about the killing 
of an Irish soldier with its 
peacekeeping force in southern 
Lebanon. 

Israel and its Lebanese militia 
allies, meanwhile, shelled villages 
in South Lebanon overnight and 
into Satnrday, wounding one 
woman civilian, security sources 
said. 

The United Natio ns In terim 
Force In Lebanon (UNIFIL) said 
it had complained to Israeli army 
officers about the killing of the 
Irish soldier and the wounding of 
another after dark in the village 
of T aireh Friday. 

UNIFIL spokesman Timur 
Goksel said South .Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militiamen fired on 
a five-man patrol of Irish 
peacekeepers in their armoured 
personnel carrier as it returned 
after monitoring SLA move- 
ments. 

The Israeli argument about 
what happened was “totally un- 
convincing,” be added. 

Israel claims it is not responsi- 
ble for actions of the SLA, which 
is trained, financed and equipped 
by the Jewish state. 

An Israeli military source said 
on Friday an SLA patrol had 
encountered the Irish U.N. sol- 
diers but could not identify them - 
as peacekeepers as UNIFIL 
usually does not patrol in dm 
area. 

“The UNIFIL soldiers were in 
violation of the existing agree- 
ments and were patroffing in an 
area where in the recent past 
there were several dashes with 
guerrillas,'” the source added. 

Taireh is about two kilometres 
inside the Israeli zone. 

But Mr. Goksel said there were 
no agreements with the SLA ab- 


out UNIFIL’s right to patrol in its 
zone, which overlaps Israel’s self- 
dedared “security zone.” 

“There were no armed ele- 
ments (guerrillas) in the village. 
Opening fire without knowing 
what you are firing at is irres- 
ponsible... they have no monopo- 
ly in that area,” he added. 

“There was an armed int rusion 
into the village near a UNIFIL 
position and it is (that) position’s 
duty first of all for its own secur- 
ity to find out what is happening 
around it,” he added. 

The dead U.N. soldier. 33- 
year-old Michael McCarthy, was 
the 184th fatal ity from the 5,800- 
strong UNIFIL and the 33rd from 
tiie Irish contingent since the 
formation of the force in 1978. 

Ireland' has asked the United 
Nations to investigate the kfiHng. 

Foreign Minister Gerry Coffins 
expressed “deep shock” at the 
death of the Irish soldier. 

In a statement issued late Fri- 
day night, Mr. Collins said he was 
arranging an early meeting with 
the Israeli ambassador in Lon- 
don, who is also accredited to 
Ireland, to “raise this tragic de- 
velopment.” 

Security sourcs said Israeli 
troops and SLA militiamen fired 
shells and about 55 mortar bombs 
at nearby villages from Israel’s 
“security zone” Satnrday. 

The shells hit the villages of 
labour, Abu Rashid, Yater, Had- 
data, Kabrikha and ‘Ain Al 
Tmeh, where almost all its 2,000 
residents fled to the village to 
Mashghara, the sources said. 

Three children wee killed and 
a fourth was badly wounded on 
Friday by a shell blast in the 
village of Zibqin after more than 
150 shells hit IgHm Al Toufab, 
Nabatiyeh and Tyre districts. 


Israel says Ashrawi 
will not be tried 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian nego- 
tiator Hanan Ashrawi will not 
face trial for her alleged meetings 
with Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) officials, an 
Israeli cabinet minister said 
Saturday. 

Police have recommended that 
the government prosecute Dr. 
Ashrawi, one of the best-known 
Palestinian activists, for the off- 
ence, which carries a maximum 
three-year jail sentence in Israel. 

News of the recommendation 
came Friday. The move was con- 
demned by Palestinian leaders 
and liberal Israelis as harmful for 
the delicate U.S.-sponsored Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

The leak from the investiga- 
tion, which was started long be- 
fore last month’s peace talks in 
Madrid, appeared to embarrass 
government officials, who re- 
fused to confirm reports on the 
file's contents. 

On Saturday, Health Minister 
Ehnd Oknert, of the ruling hard- 
line Likud Bloc, labelled the re- 
commendation “wrong from the 
public point of view, from the 
point of view of timing, and also 
not practical.” 

“It’s of the kind erf things that 
are said, but not done,” said Mr. 
Olmert, who is dose to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

Speaking on Israel army radio, 
Mr. Olmert indicated that atten- 
tion given to the recommendation 
was harmful in itself. 

. “In the end, Ashrawi will not 
be put on trial. And since this will 
not happen, it’s better not to 
declare things that should not 
take place. The ball is now trans- 
ferred from the police to sonte- 


According to Israeli reports*, 
state attorney Dorit Reinish Wifi - 
decide next week whether to file 
charges against Dr. Ashrawi. - . 

Mr. Olmert explained that “to 
a large extent, we identify her 
(Dr. Ashrawi) with the FLO, and 
that was the reason why we didn't 
want her to be on the Palestinian 
delegation to Madrid. Should we 
try her for meeting with herself?” 

He added that the law was 
vague regarding the question of 
PLO supporters meeting with the 

organisation’s officials. 

Dr. Ashrawi, 45 is an articulate 
English literature professor at the 
occupied West Bank's Bir Zeit 
University. 

She has met frequently with 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker and was a top adviser to 
the Palestinian delegation in 
Madrid. 

Dr. Ashrawi gained interna- 
tional prominence as the group's 
spokesperson and was seen on 
television worldwide while outlin- 
ing the Palestinian position. 

She and anothter top Palesti- 
nian adviser, Faisal Husseini, 
have repeatedly said they are 
by tiie PLO, but have 
meeting with senior PLO 
officials. They were questioned 
twice by police concerning allega- 
tions they met with PLO leaders 
abroad last summer. 

Israel bans meetings with 
groups it considers to be “terror- 
ist” organisations, including tiie 
PLO. 

Dr. Ashrawi herself called the 
recommendation petty and ac- 
cused Israel of trying to obstruct 
the peace process. 

“It has to be viewed in the 
context of all Israeli practices and 

(Omtinned on page 5), 


one who will use wider considera- 
tions^” he said. — 



Mustafa Khalil advises 


peace negotiators to 
use Israeli tactics 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A veteran 
of Egypt’s peace talks with Israel 
in 1979 has advised the new gen- 
eration of Arab negotiators to use 
tiie same tactics as tire Israelis — 
be well-briefed and extremely po- 
lite. 

“He (the Arab negotiator) 
should use (with die Israeli) bis 
own method — be utterly calm 
and extremely polite in the way 
he talks,” Mustafa Khalil, Egyp- 
tian prime minister from 1978 to 
1980, told October magazine in 
an interview published on Satur- 
day. 

Arab delegations opened direct 
talks with Israel in Madrid two 
weeks ago. 

Mr. Khalil said the- Egyptians 
prepared for their peace talks by 
setting up teams of experts to 
play the role of the Israelis 
against their own government. 

“We used to leave these ex- 
perts complete freedom to ex- 
press their points of view so that 
after a short time, they began to 
say roughly the same thing that 
we would later hear from the 
Israelis,” Mr. Khalil said. 

He warned Arabs not to be 
provoked by Israeli statements 
outside the conference hall . 

“Hie Israelis know we pay too 
much attention to statements 
they make and that very often we 
think with our emotions... I call 
on the Arab negotiators to ignore 
these statements,” Mr. Khalil 
said. 

Talks between Israel and Egypt 
appeared blocked several times 
before they culminated in a treaty 
in March 1979, 16 months after 
the late Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat offered peace to the 


Jewish state. 

A top aide to Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said 
Saturday that Israel would not 
allow the formation of a Palesti- 
nian state in its occupied territory 
ies. 

The chief of Mr. Shamir’s staff, 
Yossi Ben- Aharon, said it was 
too early to discuss final arrang- 
ments between Israel and the 
Palestinians, but he ruled out an 
independent state. 

“This government has dearly 
declared that it will not permit 
any land of sovereignty west of 
the River Jordan,” said Mr. Ben- 
Aharon. 

“In other words there will be 
no Palestinian state in Palestine 
-west of the River Jordan under 
any dream stances,” he told Israel 
Radio. 

Israelis and Pales tinians have 
agreed that the peace talks laun- 
ched in Madrid last month will 
focus on an interim five-year 
period in winch Arab residents of 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip will be given auton- 
omy. 

In the third year of autonomy, 
negotiations will begin on the 
final status of the area. 

Palestinians hope to form an 
independent state in the occupied 
territories with East Jerusalem as 
its capital. 

Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad Friday declared a “battle 
.for peace” in the Middle East 
that he said should lead to ending 
Israeli occupation of Arab lands 
and easing regional tensions. 

The remarks came in a state- 

(Continued on page 5) 
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HVAC and electrical engineers and ACAD drafts- 
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sign and shop drawings. 

3) Electrical engineers experienced In shop 
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j Middle East News 

Truce holds as Kurds 

• 

and Iraq near agreement 


1 ZAKHO, Iraq (Agencies) — 
'.Guns are silent for the first time 
■in nearly two weeks in northern 
I Iraq as a fragile truce is holding 
; after renewed fighting between 
; Kurdish rebels and Iraqi troops. 

But an incident Thursday night 
in this northern Iraqi town of 
80,000 was an a omen of bloody 
account settling as Iraq and Che 
rebels edged towards an accom- 
modation with the onset of wh- 
iter. 

■ Two rebels were killed and 
1 three others wounded in their car 
Iby two gunmen firing from a 
speeding auto in front of the 
allied military coordination cen- 
tre. The centre keeps a watch on 
northern Iraq following the with- 
drawal of a U.S.-led Western 
force four months ago. 

A Kurdish military commander 
in Zakho, Nazar Barzanjt, played 
down the shooting, saying it was a 
family feud. But another Kurdish 
official, who did not want to be 
named, said one of tbe victims 
was a former member of the Iraqi 
secret police. . 

The incident came on the eve 
of the implementation of an 
agreement reached earlier in tbe 
week between the Iraqi govern- 
ment and the Knrdistan Front, an 
i alliance of eight rebel groups. 
Kurdish television said tbe agree- 
ment was to go into effect Satur- 
day. 

Anwar Rashid, a Kurdish offi- 
cial, said that under the agree- 
ment, the rebels, known as the 
Feshmerga. would move five 
kilometres out of northern Iraqi 
cities. Iraqi troops, secret police 
and the ruling Baath Party would 
still barred from the cities but 
government officials and ordinary 
police would come in. 

The Peshmerga took control of 
the cities after a 12,000-strong, 
U.S.-led Western forces moved 
into northern Iraq to enable the 
return of about 1.5 million Kurds 
who fled to Turkey and Iran after 
their rebellion in March was 
crushed by the army. 

The Western force withdrew to 
Turkey in July and now it is 
limited to 48 warplanes patrolling 
the Iraqi skies north of the 36th 
parallel. 

During tbe past two weeks, 
several Kurdish villages came 
under mortar fire or helicopter 
attacks, and the truce was brittle. 
There were dashes as late as 
Thursday, when Mr. Rashid said 


the village of Topzawa, between 
Irtril and Mosul, had come under 
Iraqi mortar fire. 

U.S. Army Colonel Dick 
Naab, the senior allied officer at 
the ntilitazy coordination centre, 
said the atuation appeared to be 
calming down. 

In return for the Peshmerga 
withdrawal from towns, the -Iraqi 
government agreed to lift its eco- 
nomic blockade of the Kurdish 
area. The blockade had caused 
acute food and fuel shortages and 
left thousands of government em- 
ployees without salaries. 

On Friday, the gasoline sta- 
tions in Zakbo were still dosed. 

In the old market of Zakho, 
there is a lucrative trade in West- 
ern relief supplies rushed in dur- 
ing the exodus. Offered for sale 
are U.S. camouflage raincoats, 
jackets, shoes and other items of 
dothing. 

Cans of powdered milk, some 
marked with Kuwaiti labels, and 
tea or vegetable oil coming from 
Turkey cost 10 times what they 
used to before the war. 

State-subsidised staples such as 
sugar and rice provided by the 
Baghdad government have been 
halved since the start of the 
blockade, according to Kurdish 
officials. 

The autonomy talks held since 
April have bogged down over 
Kurdish flnims on the si™ of a 
Kurdish zone and whether it 
would include the oil centre of 
Kirkuk. There are also disagree- 
ments among Kurds over whether 
Baghdad would live up to any 
autonomy agreement. 

Kurdish rebel leader Massoud 
Barzani says lawlessness has be- 
come problem in Iraqi Kurdistan. 

Mr. Barzani blames the 
breakup of traditional Kurdish 
communities and rivalry between 
different rebel groups. 

The Kurdish Democratic Party 
(KDP) chief says it is a question 
Kurds have to resolve as part of 
their efforts to wring a new 
autonomy deal from the govern- 
ment. 

“We Kurds are a law-abiding 
people but there is a growing lack 
of respect for authority here,” he 
told Reuters. 

“People lost their independ- 
ence, their traditional values, 
their identity,” he stud, denounc- 
ing past Iraqi government policy 
of forcibly relocating hundreds of 
thousands of Kurds from tradi- 
tional villages to specially-built 


urban settlements. 

“The process created condi- 
tions ripe for deviant behaviour.* 

Eight Kurdish political parties 
are tracked by guerrilla armies in 
northern Iraq. The largest has 
several hundred thousand armed 
men, tbe smallest a few hundred. 

Peshmergas mix with armed 
civilians on city streets. With the 
Peshmerga umftmn a suit of tra- 
ditional Kurdish clothes, it is 
difficult even for Kurds to disting- 
uish a guerrilla soldier from a 
civilian carrying a Kalashnikov 
automatic rifle. 

City police are often chal- 
lenged and intimidated by armed 
men whose affiliations are un- 
known. Political assassination, 
car theft and burglary have be- 
come commonplace. 

Kurdish leaders admit that' 
Peshmerga have been responsible 
for some of these incidents. 

Kurdish political parties do dis- 
cipline their own members, some- 
times harshly. But they are reluc- 
tant to go after other parties’ 
members, no matter what the 
offence, for fear of sparking civO 
war. 

“Kurds are feeling- a lot of 
freedom now, but it is freedom 
without law. People are killing 
and stealing because they can get 
away with it,” said Sfaalaw Ali 
Askari, an advisor to Jala! Tala- 
bani, Kurdistan's other major 
political leader. 

Tbe murder of two Iraqi sol- 
diers by unknown assailants on 
die edge of Erbil recently led 
government forces to shell the 
city. One civilian was killed and 
27 wounded. 

But the massacre of 60 Iraqi 
soldiers who had surrendered 
dur ing fighting in the city of 
Sulaimamyeh on Oct. 7 added 
urgency to the issue of law and 
order for Kurdish leaders. 

Investigations suggest mem- 
bers of several political parties 
were involved. Both Mr. Barzani 
and Mr. Talabam have promised 
that the culprits will be caught 
and punished. 

Mr. Barzani says that while 
political pluralism is a good thing 
the Kurds face a major challenge 
in the lawlessness. 

“The issue is whether we can 
control our society, whether we 
can provide security to our peo- 
ple. They must be safe from the 
government’s secret police and 
from Kurdish forces.” ~ 




ghan rebels conclude 
dmark discussions 


MOSCOW (R) — Ground- 
breaking talks between Afghan 
rebels and the Soviet Union en- 
ded with the rebels promising to 
release some Soviet prisoners of 
war and Moscow pledging to 
withdraw military experts helping 
the government. 

The two sides, enemies for 13 
years of often savage conflict, 
also agreed to set up a joint 
commission to promote further 
negotiations. 

A joint eight-point statement 
issued Friday evening after five 
days of talks began with a denun- 
ciation of the “unconstitutional” 
Soviet military intervention of 
1979, ended nine years later by 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Rebel delegation head Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani told reporters 
the first direct Mujahedeen- 
Soviet peace talks had been “a 
useful start.” Three radical rebel 
groups boycotted the talks 
however. 

The joint statement reiterated 
a call for establishment of an 
interim government to oversee 
elections, as recommended by the 
United Nations. But the state- 
ment referred to “an interim Isla- 
mic government.” 

Afghan President Najibullah's 


government has long dropped all 
association with communism and 
sought to portray its leaders as 
good Muslims. But the “Islamic” 
label has been a constant hall- 
mark of the rebels, whose main 
parties portray their straggle as 
one between the forces of Islam 
and atheism. 

Russian Vice-President Alex- 
ander Rutskoi, who met the rebel 
team for a second time just be- 
fore their departure for Saudi 
Arabia Friday night, denied to 
reporters that there was any sig- 
nificance in tbe term. 

Soviet Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Alexander Byelongov like- 
wise stressed to TASS news agen- 
cy that the reference to an interim 
government was in accordance 
with the U.N. proposals. 

While the need for an interim 
government is broadly accepted, 
die rebels refuse to countenance 
any role in it for Mr. Najibullah. 
The former secret police chief 
says he is ready for negotiations 
but refuses to step down. 

The Kremlin backed its former 
protege in this, bat recently indi- 
cated it might be prepared to see 
him step down. Further evidence 
of fading support came in the 


statement's use of the word “Mu- 
jabedeen” to describe the rebels. 

ft also used the phrase “Kabul 
regime" for Mr. Najibullah’s gov- 
ernment. Mr. Rutskoi said this 
wording had been the choice of 
the rebels and in tbe context 
referred only to their viewpoint. 

“It is obvious to everyone that 
the relations which exist in- 
side Afghanistan have to be re- 
viewed, because the bloodshed 
just cannot go on,” be said. 

He stressed that Moscow 
would not interfere again and tbe 
make-up of the interim govern- 
ment was tbe Afghans’ business. 

The rebels' delegation leader 
said he interpreted the joint state- 
ment as acceptance by Moscow of 
the rebel argument that all 
Afghan governments since the 
leftist revolution of 1978 had 
been imposed from outside. 

Moscow had already pledged 
to stop all arms supplies to Kabul 
by Jan. 1. 

Mr. Rutskoi said be had 
already ordered a bait, especially 
of the devastating Scud missiles. 
His writ, however, runs only in 
tbe Russian Republic and it was 
not immediately clear whether be 
bad the authority over supplies 
from the Soviet government. 


Nusseibeh advocates 
olive-branch strategy 
towards Israelis 


NEW YORK (AP) — A 
prominent Palestinian mod- 
erate said Friday that his 
fellow Palestinians should 
work to convince Israelis they 
have more to gain than lose 
from peace and should vote 
out their current righting 
government. 

Sari Nnsseibeh, an adviser 
to the Palestinian negotiating 
team, said tbe key to the 
.outcome of tbe peace talks 
that began last month in 
Madrid will be the next 
Israeli elections, which most 
be held by November 1992. 

Dr. Nusseibeh sees little 
chance for the peace talks to 
succeed as long as Prime 
Minster Yitzhak Shamir’s 
right-wing government — 
flatly opposed to any return 
of territories occupied in the 
1967 war — remains in pow- 
er. 

“The Palestinians need... 
to help the Israeli voter make 
the right decision when the 
critical moment comes,” Dr. 
Nusseibeh said in an inter- 
view with the Associated 
Press. ’The Israeli voter is 
going to determine whether 
we go towards peace or con- 
tinued conflict." 

Dr. Nusseibeh said it is 
also important for the inter- 
national community to apply 
pressure to Israel during the 
peace process. 

This, be said, would de- 
monstrate to Israeli voters 
the costs of refusing to make 
concessions for peace. 

“There has to be pressure 


on die one hand, but you also 
have to show there is an 
opportunity of real peace 
with benefits to gain.” 

Dr. Nusseibeh and other 
Palestinian activists have 
formed a committee to 
mobilise grassroots support 
for what be calls the “otive- 
branefa strategy” towards the 
Israelis. That does not mean 
ending the four-year Palesti- 
nian uprising, be said, but 
emphasising non-violent re- 
sistance to Israeli occupation. 

After the U.S. and Soviet- 
sponsored peace talks got 
under way. Dr. Nusseibeh 
joined a march in tbe West 
Bank town of Ramallah. 
Several thousands Palesti- 
nians carried olive branches 
and chanted slogans support- 
ing peace as well as an inde- 
pendent state. 

Dr. Nusseibeh said he 
hopes to organise a joint 
peace march by Israelis and 
Palestinians in occupied Jeru- 
salem when be returns borne 
from a U.S. visit. 

Dr. Nusseibeh was in New 
York on Friday to address a 
luncheon attended by about 
SO prominent media figures 
and Jewish leaders. It was 
sponsored by the U.S. branch 
of the Tel Aviv-based Inter- 
national Centre for Peace in 
the Middle East, which has 
tried to bridge die golf be- 
tween Israelis and Palesti- 
nians. 

Dr. Nusseibeh, 42, a phi- 
losophy professor, directs a 
research centre in Arab East 



Sari Nnsseibeh 


Jerusalem. His father was a 
former Jordanian defence 
minister. 

In 1986, Dr. Nusseibeh was 
severely beaten by a group of 
Palestinian militants after de- 
livering a lecture on toler- 
ance 

Early in 1991, he was jailed 
for three months without 
charge during tbe Gulf war 
by Israeli authorities on 
suspicion of being an Iraqi 
spy. 

During his detention. Dr. 
Nusseibeh put the finishing 
touches on a book that he 
co-authored with Mark Hel- 
ler, a Canadian-born Israeli 
defence analyst. 

Tbe book, “No Trumpet, 
No Drums: A Two-State Set- 
tlement of tbe Israeli- 
Palestinian Conflict,” offers a 
joint blueprint for a peace 
accord. 

In tbe book, being pub- 
lished in Hebrew and Arabic 
editions, tbe two scholars 
worked out solutions to such 
problems as security arrange- 
ments, refugees, Jewish set- 
tlements and the status of 
Jerusalem. 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush accused Iraq 
Friday of continuing to defy U-N. 
resolutions by concealing 
weapons, foiling to return all 
Kuwaiti detainees and violating 
Kuwait's northern border to re- 
trieve equipment. 

Mr. Bnsb told Congress the 
-United States would “continue to 
maintain an appropriate level of 
forces in tbe region for as long as 
required by the situation in Iraq.” 

•About 30,000 U.S. troops re- 
main in the Gulf area, including 
those on warships and those par- 
ticipating in a refugee protection 
programme for Kurds in Turkey. 

The president's accusations 
came in his monthly report to 
House of Representatives and 
Senate leaders on the status of 
Iraqi compliance with the cease- 
fire resolutions adopted at the 
end of the Gulf war. 

“Iraq has continued to use con- 
cealment, deception and denial of 
unrestricted access to prevent ot 
inhibit U.N. inspections. Despite 
these efforts, the U.S. teams have 
uncovered additional evidence of 
these weapons systems,” Mr. 
Bush said in his letter. 

Mr. Bush cited “unamabiguous 
evidence that Iraq had a compre- 
hensive programme, with a very 
large technical work force and 
infrastructure, to design and 
build nuclear weapons.” 

Mr. Bush said 60 long-range 
Iraqi missiles have been des- 
troyed by U.N. inspectors “but 
we have reason to believe that 
several hundred others remain . 
unaccounted for and unacknow- , 
ledged by Iraq.” 

The president also told Con- 1 
gress he was concerned that “Iraq 
has not yet carried out its obliga- 
tions... to return all detained 
Kuwaiti and third-country nation- 
als.’' 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has 
relaxed its boycott of Western 
companies dealing with Israel 
hoping to attract more tenders for 
post-Gulf war reconstruction, 
according to a senior official. 

Ibrahim A1 Ghanem, director- 
general of customs and excise, 
said Kuwait bad “eased its 
boycott regulations and restric- 
tions to remove a stumbling block 
in its cooperation with American 
and Western companies.” 

Diplomats said the emirate had 
not completely lifted the restric- 
tions. But companies bidding for 
contracts under Kuwait's war re- 
covery drive would no longer face 
too many searching questions ab- 
out commercial ties with the Jew- 
ish state. 

“There has been a de facto 
loosening of tbe diligence with 
‘which Kuwait applies the Arab- 
Israeli boycott measures,” a 
Western diplomat told Reuters. 
“They no longer feel tbe need to 
take it seriously.'’ 

Mr. Ghanem, who also heads 
Kuwait’s Arab Boycott of Israel 
Office, said firms with Israeli 
capital were still barred. 

"The Kuwaiti authorities are 
cautious. They don’t want to find 
themselves in a political dilem- 
ma,” Mr. Ghanem said. 

Hundreds of Western com- 
panies have been seeking lucra- 
tive reconstruction contracts in 
Kuwait since a U.S.-led Western 
and Arab alliance liberated the 
emirate from seven months of 
Iraqi occupation in February. 

But under rules issued by the 
Damascus-based boycott office 
— an affiliate of the 21-member 
Arab League — members are 
required to ban any dealings with 
companies that have commercial 
links to Israel. 

Thousands of companies have 
•figured on the Arab blacklist, 
established in the 1950s and 
changed from time to time. 

There is a primary boycott 


which bans any dealing with 
Israeli companies or firms sup- 
ported by Israeli capital and a 
secondary boycott related to 
firms regarded as actively sustain- 
ing the Jewish state's economy or 
its war machine through direct 
investment. 

The world’s leading industrial 
nations have pushed for a suspen- 
sion of tbe entire blacklisting 
system in return for an Israeli 
freeze on Jewish settlements in 
tbe occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Israel’s right-wing government 
b pressing on with its settlements 
policy in spite of Middle East 
peace talks. But Kuwait has 
been urging its Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) partners to relax 
the secondary boycott rules to 
“pay back some of tbe favour” 
owed to the Western allies who 
fought Iraq. 

Mr. Ghanem said: “The 
boycott of Israel will remain as it 
is. It is linked to the peace settle- 
ment. Ending the boycott is an 
important card which will be used 
as an incentive to push the peace 
process.” 

Kuwait softened its hard line 
towards Israel after tbe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
backed Iraq during its occupation 
of the emirate. The PLO’s sup- 
port enraged Kuwait and other 
Gulf states, which cut off aid in 
retaliation. 

Echoing the conciliatory atti- 
tude towards tbe Jewish state, 
columnist Sheikh Ali Jaber A1 Ali 
A1 Sabah, a member of the ruling 
family and marketing director of 
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation, 
urged the emirate to make peace 
with Israel. 

“Why do we continue to bold 
enemity and hostility for those 
who indirectly stood with us in 
our crisis?” he asked in an edito- 
rial published in A1 Siyassab 
newspaper last week. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

Chinese premier meets with Kuwaiti emir 

PEKING (AP) — The emir of Kuwait on Saturday thanked 
Chinese Premier Li Peng for China’s support of international 
efforts to end Iraq's occupation of the emirate. The emir. Sheikh 
Jaber Ahmad A1 Sabah, was scheduled to meet Communist Paly 
General Secretary Jiang Zemin. Kuwaiti offidalls said the emir win 
depart Peking on Sunday for a visit to Moscow. Mr. Li extended a 
warm welcome to the emir during their meeting at the Great Hall 
of tbe People, the seat of China’s government. During a photo 
session before holding private talks, the emir told Mr. Li the 
people of Kuwait appreciated China’s support of “international 
legitimacy” during the Gulf crisis. Mr. Li said it was an important 
accomplishment that firefighters have extinguished the fires at all 
oil wells in Kuwait that were set ablaze during the Gulf war. 
Qi pare firefighters were among tbe teams from around tire world 
that worked to put out the fires in Kuwait. The state-run Xinhua 
News Agency reported from Kuwait City that the Chinese 
firefighters departed for home Friday after completing their work 
in Kuwait. The emir's two-day visit to Peking is bis second trip to 
China in less than a year, reflecting Chinese interest in developing 
strong ties in the Middle East and Kuwait's desire to enhance 
relations with countries that have clout in the United Nations. 

Kuwait container port regains full capacity 

SHUAIBA, Kuwait (AP) — A ceremony Saturday marked 
completion of repairs to Kuwait’s main container port, restoring it 
to full operations for the first time since the Guff war. “Shuaiba 
container terminal has regained its former operating efficiency, 
with greater capacity and a greater determination to bring back to 
life the commercial sector of this country through this vital artery,” 
said Abdul Rahman A! Nibari, director general of tbe emirate's 
public ports authority. Mr. Nibari said the port was partly activated 
in March shortly after the liberation of tbe emirate by U.S.-led 
coalition forces, to receive equipment needed to fight oQ well fires. 
He said it cost $10 million to $15 million to replace the port's 
handlin g equipment and dear away sunken ships and unexploded 
ordnance. 

Bandar gives $100,000 gift to U.S. trooper 

FARMINGTON, Connecticut (AP) — A Connecticut couple got 
the whole fairy tale Friday when a Saudi prince gave them a 
wedding gift of $100,000. Robert Snow, a staff sergeant in the 
Connecticut national guard, suffered serious injuries in an expkv 
son while serving in the Guff war in March. As he lay wounded in a 
Washington, D.C. hospital bed, he shared his dreams for the future 
with a new friend. Prince Bandar Ben Sultan, tbe Saudi ambassa- 
dor to the United States. Sgt. Snow. 29, had undergone more 
surgery than any other wounded Guff veteran, undergoing 22 
operations to reconstruct bones and make skin and bone crafts as a 
result of having his left arm shattered in an explosion. Prince 
Bandar was in the same hospital with a bad back. What Sgt. Snow 
did not realise was that Prince Bandar planned to help hnn make 
his dreams come true. “I never expected it. We were completely 
floored,” Sgt. Snow said after Prince Bandar whisked into 
Connecticut and handed the couple a $100,000 cheque just before 
their wedding reception. 

U.S. asks India not to make Iran nuclear deal 

WASHINGTON (R) — Tbe United States has asked India not to 
go ahead with a reported plan to supply a nuclear research reactor 
to Iran, the State Department said Friday. Deputy spokesman 
Richard Boucher said Assistant Secretary of State Edward Djere- : 
jian raised the issue with India's ambassador on Thursday and 
Friday. “The United States has urged all nuclear supplier coun- 
tries, including India, to avoid any form of nodear cooperation 
with Iran, even under safeguards, because there is not adequate 
evidence that Iran is genuinely committed to the exdusivety 
peaceful uses of midear energy,” Mr. Boucher said. He said the 
government was aware from press report about the possibility of a’ 
deal between India and Iran. Mr. Boucher noted there have been' 
recent public statements by Iranian officials that call into question 
the sincerity of Iran's commitment to the Non-Proliferation Treaty 
and raise the possibility that Iran might misuse civilian nudear 
materials. 

Libya bans hiring of most foreign workers 

ROME (AP) — Libya Friday announced it bas banned tbe taring 
of most foreign workers and will require most of those already in 
the country to leave when their contracts expire. Libyan radio said 
the ban, which excludes Palestinians and certain specialists such as 
doctors and teachers, came in a decree issued by Vocational 
Training Minister Matuq Mohammad Mutnq. Tbe announced ban. 
falls short of the order by Libyan leader Mnammar Qadhafi that 
led to the mass expulsion of thousands of foreign workers in 1985 
who refused to accept Libyan dtizenship. Those expulsions, which 
also exduded Palestinians, raised tensions between Libya and its 
Arab neighbours. For the last few years, Libya has been trying to 
mend fences with its neighbours, opening the borders with Tunisia 
and Egypt. Libyan radio did not ate the reasons for the new ban on 
hiring or rehiring foreign workers, ft said the ban exduded teachers 
at universities and other institutions of higher learning, doctors, 
specialists in all medical fields, nurses who deal with contagious 
diseases, science teachers in intermediate schools, accountancy 
experts and computer programmers. The radio mirf that under the 
deanee foreign workers not exempted could complete their current 
contracts but there was no possibility of renewing them. 

Kuwait bank settles West Virginia claim 

CHARLESTON (AP) — The Kuwait Asia Bank has reached a 
settlement in a bank case that will permit a Logan county woman to 
keep about $88,000, the woman's lawyer said Friday. Eileen L. 
Cbarcandy reached the settlement with the bank Thursday, said 
her lawyer, Elliot Hicks. Eleven other people remain as defendants 
in tbe civil suit, Mr. Hides said. The tank, however, will recoup 
more than $300,000 in cash and cashier's cheques, plus two 1991 
automobiles Ms. Charcandy purchased, Mr. Hicks said. Kuwait 
Asia Bank sued Ms. Charcandy earlier this year after discovering 
that tank employees had wired a total of about $450,000 to a West 
.Virginia tank in July for her. 
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AMMAN: 

Dr. Jamil Morses 776046 

Dr. Abdul Qader A] Lola 696048 

Dr. Bahju Bader 849362 

Dr. NfcU tea 691011 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fetdows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nahonkh pharmacy 623672 

AlSabm pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmenam pharmacy 637660 


KBID: 

Dr. team AJ Saleh ... 
Al Shares’ pharmacy . 

ZARQA: 

Dr. May sooq Ha ma , 
KhaBfrb pharmacy ... 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre i 

Civil Defence Department i 

CSvil Defence Irmnertialr 

Rescue. i 

Civil Defence Emergency 

Rescne Police 192,621111.1 

Fire Brigade I 

Blood Bank ' 

Highway Police 

Traffic Pobce — I 

Public Seamy Department 

Hotel Co mp h unts i 

Pric e Complaints i 

Water aed Sewerage 

Complaints | 

Amman M unicipa lity 

Com pl a ints 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) 


Amman Telephone 


Abdafi Telephone Repairs 

Jordan Telctisioa 

Radio Jordan 


Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 53200 

Queen Alia lnd. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Merfical Centre 813813/32 

KbaGdi Maternity. J. Amo... 644281/6 
Akfieh Maternity. J. Amo.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mafias, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmbsani 664171/4 

S hi n e isaui Hospital 669131 

UuivLi'juty Hospital 845845 

Al-Muaaher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaS 666127/37 

Al-Ahfi, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mnhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Malta 891611/15 

OoccnAGa Hospital 60224060 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital (091983323 


(091986732 


Al fScaai Modem Hmpita! (09)990990 

DUHD: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Ortboik HastMta! (02)272275 

Ibn At Nafecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Prin c e ss Hays Hospital .... (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Thai information is s u ppl i ed by Royal 
Jordanian ( RJ) information depart- 
ment m the Queen Aba Intemauoaal 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5, where it 
sbotdd «fw nys be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


Aqaba ( 

0*55 Dubai, Abu DuH ( 


ikSS Kuala lannpurSinjamore fRJl 

»«• .Madrid (RJ) 

1*45 ... Cairo (RJ) 

1746 .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

lfc«6 Rome (RJ) 

IBM Paris. Geneva (RJ) 

18:15 ........................ Helsinki (RJ) 

18:15 ........... Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

1MJ London, Brands (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Cairo (MS) 

Wa4» Moscow (SU) 

** Larnacs (CY) 

- Beirut (ME) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Tei initial 1) 


Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Ttonh. Casablanca (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Cafao(RJ) 

Lanuka(RJ) 

■ Dbahran(RJ) 

■ Damascus (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

■ Aba Dhabi, Dubai (Rj) 

Kuala Lumpur, Singaporo (RJ) 


Ibn Sma Hospital 


Doha. Bahraini 


cddafa/Rj) 
ngtokfRJ) 
Sanaa (Rj) 


Other (Terminal 2) 

lfc* Qnro(MS) 

lfcSO Beirut, Rome (AZ) 

1 Moscow (SU) 

19=18 LarnacafCY) 


Upperitovrer price 
Apple 

Kfiftfl l fA m 

B a m ut a ( Mn ka r fflnat ) 


CaafiSbwer 

Cucumbers (large) 
Cucumbers t anal) 


Grape* ....... 

Guava 

Marrow (targe) 

Marrow (small) 

Okra I 

Onion (dry) ... 

Pepper (hot) 

tepper (sweet) .... 

Potato 



u A per for. 
..... 8001500 
.... 500 / 450 
._ 550/500 
.... 850/650 
.... 160/120 
230/170 

180/120 

.._ 360 / 320 
— 280/220 
_ 800/500 

900/800 

500/400 

_ 180/120 
.._ 160/120 
— 350/300 

_ 8507 550 
.... 170/320 
— . „ 320/260 
... 4507400 

300/250 
.... 600 / 500 

2207160 

.... 270/230 

MOV 120 
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woman to 
suicide 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A 40-year-old 
woman from. Jabal Luweibdeh 
committed s n iride Friday evening 
after swallowing a large amou nt 
of m edk mc , and sources dose to 
the bereaved family said that she 
was under severe stress b ecause 
of mounting debts. 

Samira Abu Ghazaleb swal- 
lowed the medicine after being 
informed that she was wanted by 
the police following numerous 
complaints by citizens that she 
had issued cheques that bounced 
due to lack of sufficient Hawk 
deposits, according to the sources. 

Ms. Abu Gfaazalefa had bor- 
rowed large sums of money and 
given cheques without having any 
bank deposits because she h»rf 
lost most of the money in busi- 
ness, the sources added. 

Police sources said that a great 
number of people had entrusted 
their savings with Ms. Abu Gfaa- 
zaleh, who conducted various 
types of besmesses and shared with 
them the profits. Once the debts 
accumulated and people started 
de m anding their savings bade, 
Ms. Abu Ghazaieh found no way 
of coping with the situation ex- 
cept by committing suicide, said 
these sources, who preferred 
anonymity. 

One of the creditors told the 
Jordan limes that, he had given 
Ms. Abu Ghazaieh $5000 in bkN 
one week before her death in 
exchange for a cheque to be 
cashed in 12 days. Later, the che- 
que bounced, he said. 

Some sources estimated the 
total amount of Ms. Abu Gha- 
zaleh’s debt to be JD 500,000, but 
there was no confirmation as to 
the amount from police. 

Following her death, the police 
sealed her home and took away 
all documents and papers that 
might shed light on her activities 
and business operations. Police 
sources said that the dying 
woman was rnsbed to hospital for 
stomach pumping to no avail. 

The police were reported to be 
holding widescale investigations 
into the case. '•* 


Group claims 
Pan Am blast 

(Cfflrthmed from page 1) 

dent, we cannot isolate this U.S. 
conduct from the policy being 
pursued by the U.S. administra- 
tion to terrorise countries in 
order to silence them.” 

Britain will make a formal re- 
quest to Libya Sunday for the 
extradition of the two men 
charged with the bombing, a di- 
plomat in Tripoli said. 

A Western diplomat contacted 
by telephone from Tunis on 
Saturday said Britain would make 
its approach through the Italian 
embassy in Tripoli, which repre- 
sents British interests. 

The two Libyans were named 
as Abdul Baset Ali Mohamad A1 
Megrahi, 39, chief of the Libyan 
intelligence agency's airline 
security section, and A1 Amin 
Khalifa Fbunah, 35, an intelli- 
gence agent who worked for Li- 
byan airlines in Malta. 

The diplomat said Libyan state 
new media had not mentioned 
the charges and there was no ago 
of the anti-Western demonstra- 
tions in Tripoli that have accom- 
panied past U.S. or British critic- 
ism of Libya. 

Neither Britain nor the United 
States has an extradition treaty 
with Libya. Britain cut ties in 

1984 after a British policewoman 
was shot dead outside the Libyan 
embassy in London. 

Libya denied Friday that it was 
behind the bombing of Flight 103. 
It challenged the United States 
and Britain to prove their accusa- 
tion in an impartial international 

In Lebanon, a statement by a 
previously unknown group using 
a similar name to that mentioned 
by Tehran radio later claimed it 
was responsible for the bombing. 

The Arab Revolutionary Bri- 
gade claimed responsibility in 

1985 for two bomb attacks at 
cafes in Kuwait in which 11 peo- 
ple (fied and 89 others wounded, 
in 1983, it claimed responsibility 
for the kilting of two Jordanian 
embassy employees in Madrid. 

The group also said it had 
killed Israeli diplomat Yacov 
Baisimantov in Paris in 1982 and 
planted a bomb that earned a 
Gulf Air jetimer to crash near 
Aba Dhabi the same year. The 
United Arab Emirates never con- 
firmed that sabotage was in- 
volved in die explosfon. 

In the southern Lebanese dty 
of Skim, a caller claiming to 
apeak for the hitherto unknown 
Arab Revolution Brigades- 

Foteign Sphcrc-Lebanon branch 

said the group was behind the 
Pan Am 103 bombing. 



University of Jordan President Fawzi Gharaibeb Saturday views photos depicting His Majesty King 
Hasson's achievements (Petra photo) 

University displaying photographs 
of King Hussein’s achievements 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three 
day exhibition marking His 
Majesty King Hussein's : birth- 
day opened at the University 
of Jordan Saturday, displaying 
a large collection of photo- 
graphs a boat the Jordanian 
military and activities of mem- 
bers of the Royal family. 

The main features of tbe 
exhibition are photos depicting 
King Hussein's different stages 
of life and activities as well as 
his political meetings with 
heads of Arab and foreign na- 


tions. Also on display are 
photographs of mili tary equip- 
ment depicting the develop- 
ment of the Jordanian Armed 
Forces. Tbe three day exhibi- 
tion, which was opened by 
University President Fawzi 
Gharaibeb, displays a set of 
documentary films and video 
cassettes featuring develop- 
ment in Jordan under King 
Hussein’s rule. 

Dr. Gharaibeh also opened 
an exhibition of the works of 
university students. On display 


are plastic art, sculpture, artifi- 
cial flowers and others. 

Armed Forces brass bands 
toured various parts of tbe 
campus at tbe University of 
Jordan playing music on tbe 
occasion as students held foik- 
loric dances and songs marking 
the King's birthday. 

Sunday, the university will 
organise a tatoo of the retreat 
march organised by the Armed' 
Forces, with the brass band 
playing martial music. 


Special fund created to 
be used to promote tourism 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A committee 
set up by the Ministry of Tourism 
to stimulate the tourism industry 
in Jordan has decided to create a 
special fund to spend on tbe 
process of promoting tourism and 
marketing Jordan abroad, 
according to an announcement by 
ministry Secretary-General Nasri 
Atallah. 

The private sector will provide 
most of the monies for the fund, 
which will be placed under the 
supervision of .a. council chaired 
by the minister of tourism, said 
Mr. Atallah in an interview with 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The private sector will be rep- 
resented through tour operators 
and members representing the 
hotels and tourist and travel 
offices as well as Royal Jordanian 
(RJ), the national air carrier and 
the Jordan Express Tourist and 
Transport Company (JETT), Mr. 
Atallah said. 

So far, the Ministry of Tourism 
had been spearheading efforts to 
stimulate tourism, but now tbe 
leadership will be offered to the 
private sector, especially orga- 
nisations with vast experience in 
marketing to seek new markets 
abroad, Mr. Atallah said. 

Mr. Atallah last month 
announced that plans had been 
worked out for carrying out wide 
scale campaigns in Italy, Spain 
and other European countries to 
market Jordan and bring in more 
and more tourist groups to the 





Nasri Atallah 
Kingdom. 

According to Mr. Atallah, tbe 
Ministry of Tourism will take part 
in an exhibition organised by 
tourist offices abroad to boost the 
country’s marketing campaign. 
He said that the exhibition, which 
will be held in London towards 
the end of this year, will display 
various aspects of tourist attrac- 
tions in a number of countries. 

The Ministry of Tourism will 
have a wing to display Jordan 
archaeological treasures and 
there will be officials to conduct 
contacts with foreign offices and 
other countries participating in 
the exhibition, Mr. Atallah said. 

He said that the ministry's 
committee entrusted with stimu- - 


Rights group reports violations 


(Co ntinu ed from page 1) 

It devoted a special section to 
tbe Feb. 13 bombing of the 
Ameriya civil defence shelter m 
Baghdad, in which 200-300 civi- 
lians reportedly were killed. The 
United States claimed tbe facility 
was being used as a military 
command-and-control centre. 

Middle East Watch complained 
that there was no conclusive evi- 
dence to label the shelter a milit- 
ary target. Also, it noted that 
under international law the shel- 
ter was a civil defence facility 
which should not have been 
bombed except after warning. 

Turning to the allies’ choice of 
target. Middle East Watch criti- 
cised air attacks on food, agri- 
cultural and water-treatment faci- 
lities. 

Among the targets fisted in the 
report were government food 
warehouses in Baghdad, a new 
dairy factory north of Basra, flour 
milting facilities and water treat- 
ment installations. 

Tbe allies, it said, virtually 
destroyed Iraq's electrical sys- 
tem, including four of the coun- 
tries five hydroelectric facilities. 

It noted that crippling Iraq's 
electrical production impeded tbe 
military’s ability to communicate 
and had an effect on war-related 
production. But, “the cost to the 
ervifian population ... was se- 
vere,” it said. 

It said lack of refrigeration and 
the impairment of Iraq’s mecha- 
nised, irrigation-based agricul- 
ture exacerbated shortages of 
food that had been brought on by 
United Nations sanctions im- 
posed after Iraq’s Aug. 2, 1990, 


invasion of Kuwait. 

Also according to the report, 
the country’s electricity- 
dependent water purification and 
sewage treatment facilities were 
crippled, creating a serious health 
hazard. 

It quoted U.N. relief workers 
as saying in May that the “vicious 
circle (of) poor hygiene, con- 
taminated water and poor diet,” 
left 100,000 Iraqi children under 
one year of age vulnerable to 
diarrhoea and dehydration. 

The document criticised 
attacks that targeted civilian vehi- 
cles on Iraqi highways, primarily 
the Western routes to Jordan. It 
fisted at least three attacks during 
which tbe allies sought to destroy 
Iraqi mobile missies but wound 
up hitting convoys of Su d anese 
and Asian workers trying to flee 
the bombardment, kilting scores 
of them. 

Also, it reported several 
attacks on bedouin tents in west- 
ern Iraq that left at least 46 
people killed, including a number 
of infan ts and chil dren. 

Middle East Watch praised the 
low level of Gulf allied military 
casualties but said a U.S. reliance 
on ungraded bombs may have 
added to tbe civilian death toll. 

Middle East Watch calls on the 
Pentagon and other allied com- 
mands, first to reveal the extent 
to which dumb bombs were drop- 
ped in populated urban areas and 
second to explain bow such use 
accords with the cust om ary-law 
duty to ’take all feasible precau- 
tions’ to avoid civilian harm,” the 
report said. 

The international organisation, 
an affiliate of Human Rights 
Watch, was established in 1989 to 
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Central Bank of Jordan eases 
currency transfer restrictions 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan (GBJ) 
Saturday introduced new mea- 
sures further facilitating tbe 
transfer of non-Jordanian cur- 
rency abroad, a move de- 
scribed by banking sources as 
wise and in tbe right direction. 

The GBJ statement said that 
the ceiling for annual alloca- 
tions for people travelling 
abroad for study, medical 
treatment, pilgrimage, helping 
needy families or to cover ex- 
penses abroad has been raised 
to JD 10,000 worth of foreign 
currency, up from JD 5,000. 

Subscriptions to foreign 
magazines, newspapers and 


scientific periodicals issued 
abroad will be JD 1000 worth 
of foreign currency, up from 
JD 500 annually, accor ding to 
the statement wiefa said that 
tbe CBJ has authorised the 
Jordanian banW and financial 
institutions to issue foreign 
currency on its behalf. 

The statement also 
announced that die banks and 
financial institutions are free of 
restrictions imposed on them 
by CBJ over the past three 
years. They can now sell tbe 
fixed sums of foreign currency 
for tbe above mentioned pur- 
poses at their discretion, with- 
out referrin g to the GBJ for 


approval, tbe statement said. 

The move was seen as a 
measure to end rumours in 
Jordan about imm inent de- 
valuation of the Jordanian cur- 
rency in tbe course of carrying 
out tiie economic rest ructur ing 
programme as agreed on with 
the Internationa] Monetary 
Fund. 

Banking sources said that 
the rumours adversely affected 
their banking operations in the 
past. Less restrictions on bank 
operations, they said, means 
more foreign currency avail- 
able, a move that will boost tbe 
value of the Jordanian dinar. 

The statement said that the 


new measures were taken in 
harmony with the CRTs poli- 
cies aimed at gradually remov- 
ing all restrictions and forms of 
control over foreign c ur rency 
in the Kingdom. 

Jordan imposed tbe restric- 
tions in 1988 to stem a currency 
flight triggered by a dinar de- 
valuation and to safeguard 
Central Bank foreign currency 
deposits. 

Foreign currency reserves 
have been boosted by tbe re- 
turn of Jordanians from the 
Gulf and a temporary freeze 
on repayment of some of Jor- 
dan’s $8 billion foreign debt. 


New restriction tightens allied blockade of Aqaba 


lating tourism in tbe Kingdom has 
also decided to participate in the 
Berlin Tourism Exhibition next 
year and in another tourism ex- 
hibition to be organised in Italy, 
where a Jordanian campaign to 
promote tourism last year was 
successful. 

The Ministry of Tourism’s cur- 
rent campaigns have been suc- 
cessful . especially in Finland 
thanks to the major role played in 
this regard by Her Majesty. 
Queen Noor, Mr. Atallah said. 
As a result of the efforts there, 
Aqaba is now receiving two 
weekly flights direct from Finland, 
each carrying at least 200 tourists 
from the Scandinavian countries. 
Tbe tourism season in Aqaba 
lasts until at least next April, 
according to Ministry ot tourism 
officials. 

In order to boost the campaign , 
Mr. Atallah said the Ministry of 
Tourism has invited journalists 
and writers from various parts of 
the worid to visit Jordan’s tourist 
areas. 

Mr. Atallah said that the minis- 
try’s committee has prepared and 
distributed leaflets, posters and 
other informational materials ab- 
out Jordan including 
documentary films and slides de- 
picting various tourist sites. 

Ministry of Tourism officials 
said that revenues from tourism 
reached JD340 million in 1990, 
up from JD 315 million in 1989 
and JD 321 in 1988. 


promote “observance of interna- 
tionally recognised human rights 
in tbe Middle East." 

Tbe group also said military 
censorship of news media added 
to misperceptions about the Gulf 
war. 

The report said that while 
military briefers stated that 90 per 
cent of smart weapons hit their 
targets, these precision-guided 
bombs accounted for only 7,400 
of tbe 84,200 tons of monitions 
chopped by the allies 


By P.V. Vfrekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Repeated appeals 
and pointed reminders have 
done little to ease tbe con- 
tinuing ‘'interdiction” of 
Aqaba-bound vessels tty tbe 
American-led naval fleet en- 
forcing the international sanc- 
tions against Iraq. If anything, 
tbe enforcers have suddenly 
tightened their procedures, 
ship ping officials said Satur- 
day. 

The latest addition to the 
requirements laid down by the 
warships patrolling the Than 
Straits at the mouth of the Gulf 
of Aqaba is a condition that 
even fully loaded chartered 
ships make their cargo fully 
accessible for inspection on 
high seas — a process which 
deprive the vessels of using 
their full cargo capacity, lead- 
ing to higher freight costs and 
hi turn higher prices tor tbe 
consumer, officials said. 

The first victim of the new 
rule, according to the Shipping 
Agents Association of Jordan, 
was a Romanian vessel car- 
rying rice destined for Iraq. 

M.V.' CaJugareni, loaded 
with 7,470 tonnes of Indian 
rice, was intercepted at tbe 
Tiran Straits on Nov. 10 by the 
enforcer s of the blockade cm 
Iraq, the association said. Tbe 


vessel, whose cargo has been 
approved by the United Na- 
tions Sanctions Committee, 
has been lying outside Tiran 
since then, unable to meet the 
inspectors’ demand that “all 
cargo on board” is made ac- 
cessible, the association said. 

Rearranging the bagged rice 
to allow access to the entire 
cargo hold “is an impossibility 
to perform at sea away from 
any nearby ports,” die associa- 
tion said in a memorandum to 
Lloyds List International, Lon- 
don. 

Tbe memo pointed out that 
93 chartered ships with foil 
bagged cargo had called at 
Aqaba since Jan. 1, 1991, and 
none of them were asked to 
have full cargo accessibility. 
“Suddenly and without adv- 
ance wanting the U.S. naval 
force commenced strictly en- 
forcing the 100 per cent acces- 
sibility rule,” according to the 
memo. 

According to Sufian 
Mbeisan, an official of the 
association, the rice aboard the 
Calugarem is part of a 30,000- 
tonne rice consignment 
approved by the U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee after the 
proper notification in Jnly 1990 
under paragraph 20 of Resolu- 
tion 687, which exempts food 
and medicine from the interna- 
tional embargo against Iraq. 


What makes the experience 
of the Calugareni alarming to 
the shipping sector and impor- 
ters is the possibility that hun- 
dreds of ships which have 
already been loaded or are en 
route to Aqaba could be sub- 
ject to the same 100 per cent 
accessibility rule. 

Mr. Mheisan estimated that 
tiie new requirement would 
deprive ships of almost 30 per 
cent of their cargo space, 
which will have to paid for by 
the charterers. He said if the 
enforcers were to apply the 
new rule to the letter, Jordan 
will end up losing a minimum 
of JD 35 milli on as “inspection 
surcharges’’ — JD 25 million 
on vessels carrying containers 
and loose cargo and JD 10 
million on chartered vessels. 

Jordan has repeatedly 
brought np to the U.S. the 
issue of tiie direct and indirect 
impact of the difficult condi- 
tions impost by the enforcers 
of the blockade in tiie Red Sea. 
Several agreements and guide- 
lines were readied, but, as one 
shipping agent put it, “a new 
condition and requirement is 
introduced every time we man- 
age to meet another.” 

Informed sources said the 
consignment of rice aboard the 
Romanian vessel was imported 
by a Jordanian private sector 
establishment for export to 


Iraq. 

According to statistics re- 
leased by the U.S. Navy, since 
the sanctions were imposed on 
Iraq on Aug. 6, 1990 — four 
days after the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait — tbe naval task force 
has intercepted over 12,000. 
merchant ships, boarded over 
2,500 and turned away 140 (the 
number of those "turned ; 
away” does not include those 
ordered to onload “suspect 
cargo” elsewhere in the Red' 
Sea). 

A U.S. Navy spokesman 
said in October that despite the ■ 
end of the Golf war in Febru- 
ary the number of intercep- 
tions has not decreased. The 
enforcement treasures were 
tightened and the frequency of 
interceptions has gone np 
“simply because shippers are 
feeling more comfortable with 
sailing to this part of tbe world 
while insurance rates are going ■ 
down,” according to the 
spokesman. 

The stringent enforcement 
of the blockade has caused 
severe hardships for Jordanian 
businessmen who have been 
paying additional costs for 
transhipment and industrialists 
whose production schedules 
were thrown into disarray be- 
cause of delays in getting raw 
materials. 


Role of cooperatives ip increasing food 
production in Arab World to be discussed 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A seminar on 
the retie of cooperatives in the 
Arab Worid to help ensure food 
security will open Sunday with 
the participation of specialists 
from Jordan and Arab states, 
according to the Jordan Coopera- 
tive Organisation (JCO), winch is 
organising the seminar in coop- 
eration with the Arab Coopera- 
tive Federation and the Arab 
Federation for Food Industries. 

JCO Director General Jama] 
Bedoor said in a statement on tbe 
eve of the seminar that tiie issue 
of food is one of tbe most impor- 
tant subjects in the Arab World 
at the present time, which has 
proved incapable of producing 
sufficient food for its growing 
population and has been increas- 
ing its reliance on food imports 
from aboard. 

Ways to promote techniques 
designed to boost food produc- 
tion and fanning work and nar- 
rowing tbe food gap will be the 
mam focus at the three-day semi- 
nar, which wil] be held under the 
patronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Mr. Be- 
door said. 

The participants, he said, wQ] 
also direct their attention to tiie 
role which cooperatives can play 
in ens urin g food security and will 
discuss 15 research and working 
papers dealing with tins subject. 

Agricultural cooperatives and 


their food production, the crea- 
tion of agricultural industry and 
tbe role of cooperative societies 
in the occupied Arab territories, 
tbe role of marketing in promot- 
ing cooperatives operations, posi- 
tive and negative factors affecting 
the food industries of the Arab 
Worid and other related topics 
will be discussed at the meetings. 

The JCO itself will present five 
working papers dealing with 
these issues, indndmg one which 
sheds light on tbe cooperatives of 
tiie occupied West Bank, Mr. 
Bedour said. 

He added that participants are 
specialists in agricultural coop- 
eratives, food industries and 
other related fields. 


The seminar comes just one 
week before another meeting orga- 
nised by the Arab Federation for 
Food Industries in cooperation with 
JCO to discuss fodder processing in 
the Arab World. 

The organisers said that the 
conference was part of ongoing 
efforts designed to evaluate the 
Arab fodder industry and boost 
the livestock wealth. Subjects to 
be discussed at the meeting, 
opening on Nov. 25, include eco- 
nomic and technical aspects of 
the fodder processing industry, 
production of fodder concen- 
trates, modem trends in produc- 
tion techniques and plans for 
promoting the industry in the 
Arab World. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following Eatings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 


it Exhibition entitled "Graphic Arts of the 668* (from the 
Federal Repnfalfe of Germany) at the Abdri Hameed Shuman 
Foundation gaHery (open from 19 a. bbu to 5 pan.) 

* Exhibition entitled “The Arab Traditional Heme, Selected 
Items of oar Heritage” by Hasa Sadeq Bnrdoe at Bri a dna 
Gallery, Gardens &ceL 

☆ Exhibition of traditional wahroM e r y and handmade items at 
the Marriott HoteL 

☆ RAMtinn entitled "Goethe Forest” at Yarned University. 

☆ Exhib i tion of photos of BBs Majesty King Hussein and members 
of the Royal thmfly fa addition to photos of weapons and inns 
at the University of Jordan. 

* Art exhibition by Ilham A! Turk at the Royal Caftanl Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of children's paintings commemorat i ng the 3rd 
ann iversary of the declaration of the state of Palestine at the 
Royal Culture Centre. 


☆ Episode five of a 15-part aeries entitled "The Civil War” at the 
American Centre — 7 pja. 


King congratulates Morocco 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Saturday sent a cable to King Hassan H of 
Morocco to congratulate him in his name and on 
behalf of the Jordanian government and people 
on Morocco’s independence day. King Hussein 
wished King Hassan n continued good health 
and happiness and tbe Moroccan people further 
progress and prosperity. 

German minister to visit Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The German Minister for 
Families and Senior Citizens Hannelore Roenscb 
will visit Jordan Tuesday at the invitation of 
Minister of Social Development Awm A1 Bashir. 
Mrs. Roensch will be visiting social centres of the 
Ministry of Social Development as well as diffe- 
rent non-governmental projects in tbe social 
field. She wiS also hold talks with members of the 
Royal family and high r anking officials. 

German delegation arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation r ep re sen ting 
the German Interim 1 Ministry arrived in Amman 
Saturday on a five-day visit to Jordan during 
which it will hold talks with Public Security 
Department (PSD) Director Maj. Gen. Fadel Ali 
Fuheid. The talks will deal with ways to enhance 
cooperation between the German Interior Minis- 
try and the PSD. The delegation is scheduled to 
visit severe! PSD centres and institutes. 


Tests for dentists held 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Health, in 
oooperation with tiie Jor danian Dentists Associa- 
tion, Saturday held the general examination for 
dentists who graduated from foreign universities. 
Ahmad A1 Rashdan, director of the ministry’s 
Dentistry Department, said that 50 dentis ts 
registered their names for the test, which is held 


once every three months. Tne verbal test for 
dentists will be held Sunday at the ministry’s 
dimes in AI AbdaH District, be said. 

Jordan to attend conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will take part in the 
meetings of the executive committee of the 
Montreal Multi-Party Fund for the Protection of 
tiie Ozone Layer to start in tbe Canadian capital 
Monday. The committee comprises representa- 
tives of 14 countries, seven of which represent 
Third Worid countries. Jordan, along with 
Malaysia, represent Asia in the fund. In its 
four-day meeting, the committee will 
ways to protect the ozone layer and help develop- 
ing countries to use industrial materials which do 
not hurt tbe Ozone Layer. 

Commission stops accepting 
job applications 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Service Co mmit 
5km announced that it will stop receiving job. 
applications as of Thursday to update the applica- 
tion lists and order them according to regula- 
tions. The commission will resume receiving job 
applications in a date to be announced in the firet 
half of next year, the announcement said. 

Exhibition opens at Yarmouk 
University 

IRB1D (Petra) — As part of the Kingdom's 


were organised by the university’s Pub&SeroiZ 
Society in cooperation with the Armed 
Morale Guida nc e Deoartment. . i 1 ™* 8 
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Statesmanship above all 


WILL A government formed by Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker he essentially different from the government of 
Prime Minister Taker Masri? It might be, depending 
on whom yon pot the question to. 

To os, any deferences that may exist w3l be over 
form rather than substance, over emphasis rather than 
direction and over style and forcefnlness of leadership 
rather than ideology. A brief look at the prime 
minis ters* C.V.’s easily shows that both are men of 
integrity, open-minded and patriotic. In the case of 
Mr. Masri, however, it was only unfortunate that be 
had to deal with a political process that could mature 
in time for him. 

A refined politician, he found it very difficult to 
reconcile himself with so many minist erial hopefuls in 
the Lower House of Parliament who were perhaps too 
driven by their personal ambitions to appreciate the 
scope of difficulties the country is going through. He 
made aU possible efforts to form a government that 
could win the House’s confidence and thus embark on 
its mandate of political reforms. Mr. Masri’s antagon- 
ists had no dear political vision of their own, nor a 
credible programme; many of than quarrelled with 
him only over petty politics. Perhaps when democracy 
and Parliament mature, Mr. Masri, a trusted Jorda- 
nian, would have another go at fulfilling his ambitions 
for reforms. 

Sharif Zeid, on the other hand, though with little 
practical experience in the House, has the respect of all 
political factions for his handling of the transitional 
period towards democracy in 1989. As a Hashemite, he 
should be above all politics of division. He eqjoys the 
trust of the King mid the respect of the Jordanian 
people. As chief of the Royal Court for the last two 
years, Sharif Zeid is expected to form a strong 
government, whether Parliamentary or otherwise. His 
style of leadership and modesty should serve him well 
in the House. And Sharif Zeid’s mandate, though not 
essentially different from Mr. Masri’s, should be a 
challenging one. He has to consolidate the democratic 
process by passing through the House such legislation 
as the political parties law, the press and publications 
law and the election law. While Jordan wiD be fully 
engaged in the Middle East peace process, a formid- 
able task on its own, Sharif Zeid’s government wiD 
have to restructure the economy, reform dvil service 
and cut red tape. 

If Mr. Masri’s political fortunes did not serve him 
well in the House, it is the belief of most political 
observers that Sharif Zeid’s integrity and political 
acumen will be very important assets in his dealing 
with Parliament. It is therefore hoped that deputies, 
within the government or outside, would play a dean 
political game in which they place the country’s higher 
interests ahead of their own and everything else. What 
the country needs most at this critical juncture of its 
history is statesmanship, and not search for Cabinet 
seats. Jordan and its interests most be above all; that 
has been the King’s mandate for a0 his prime 
ministers and that is his mandate for Prime Minister- 
designate Zeid Ben Shaker. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


TODAY marks the third anniversary of the proclamation of 
Palestinian independence, one that is observed by the Palestinian 
people everywhere because it symbolises the fruit of their struggle 
over the past four decades, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Saturday. 
The Palestinian people, through their continued struggle have 
secured the recognition of the world community and won support 
from various nations of the world for their legitimate rights in 
their homeland, while the ongoing intifada against the Israeli 
occupation has added credibility to the long struggle which is still 
continuing on this anniversary, said the paper. The paper said that 
Israel’s denial of the Palestinian rights and its continued occupa- 
tion of Arab land can by no means negate the people's rights and 
aspirations, and can by no means deprive the Palestinians of the 
fruit of their sacrifices and struggle for liberation and independ- 
ence. The intifada will continue and the Palestinians will continue 
to receive backing and support from Jordan and the other Arab 
countries, the paper added. It said that Israel, through its 
atrocities and its intransigence, can by no means turn the hands of 
the dock backward because the struggle will continue and the 
Palestinians are bound to wrest their freedom sooner or later. The 
paper said that with the document of independence proclaimed 
three years ago, the Palestinians have marked the first step 
towards the final march towards independence and freedom. 


AL DUSTOUR daily commented Saturday on Israel’s threats to 
put on trial Dr. Hanan Ashrawi, spokeswoman for the Palestinian 
delegation at the peace conference, and said that such a step was 
complementary to Israel’s other measures and practices designed 
to abort the peace conference. Israel has adopted a strategy which 
entails an emaiarigp of repressive acts in the occupied territories, 
the construction of more Jewish settlements on Arab lands and 
stepping up a gg ression and raids on Lebanon, said f he daily. It 
said that it was dear that the Israeli measures were igned as a 
defiance of the United States and the Soviet Uni- o-spoosors 

of the peace parley. Tbe paper said that Israel’s pei ence not to 
withdraw from Arab land* and its determination build more 
settlements were in themselves sufficient cause for the superpow- 
ers to exercise their pressure on tile Jewish state, forcing it to 
comply with the U.N. resolutions and to end its arrogance. The 
flagrant defiance of the world community’s will requires from the 
superpowers to act immediately , said the paper. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahd A1 Fanek 


IMF programme and the billion- dollar- gap 


IN order for the exchange of goods and services with tbe outside 
world to go on without interruption, some sort of balance must be 
achieved between receipts and payments of foreign exchange. It is 
all right to have a deficit one odd year, to be covered by 
withdrawing on the reserve of tbe Central Bank, provided a 
surplus may take place next year, to be added to the reserve. 

Thb is not the case in Jordan. For tbe last four decades imports 
of goods and services were always in excess of exports. There was 
always a deficit and a growing gap in the current account of the 
balance of payments which is the best known indicator to measure 
the degree of economic self-sufficiency of a country. 


Jordan used to cover the chronic deficit by using foreign grants, 
which first came from Britain, had been replaced by America 
since 1956, and replaced in turn by Arab Gulf states since 1967. 
During the seventies and eighties Jordan discovered easy money 
by borrowing abroad and became the first debtor in the world 
measured by tbe size of its external debt as a percentage of its 
gross domestic product (GDP) and the second debtor (after 


Israel) as measured by the size of its debt relative to population. 

This state of affairs was destined to end up in crisis, which 
erupted in the autumn of 1988. The world discovered that Jordan 
was unable to service its huge debts, thus no more credit became 
available at a time when Arab aid was also reduced drastically, 
due to lower oil prices and revenues. 

The gap that separated Jordan from self-sufficiency in its 
dealing with tbe outside world readied JD 712.3 milli on in 1990 
(SI, 070 million), which was equal to 27.4 per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP). This gap decreased from the highest 
level of 44.1 per cent in 1983 to only 14.7 per cent in 1989, which is 
the lowest ratio of exposure or deficit of die Jordanian economy 
in modern times. The credit for narrowing the gap goes, at least in 
pan, to the implementation of the economic adjustment program- 
me agreed upon with tbe International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
during the first quarter of 1989. The programme was adhered to 
until the Gulf crisis erupted in August 1990, when tbe balances 
were disturbed and all kinds of gaps widened again or went out of 
control. 


This one billion dollar gap is not a paper gap. It represents hard 
currency which must be seemed one way or another in order for 
the country to be able to buy its basic needs. T he po ssible ways of 
raising this kind of money are: Foreign aid from international 
institutions and friendly countries, relief and rescheduling of 
external debt, improving tax effort internally to redu ce im ports 
and consumption and increase exports and promote investments. 


These are big "responsibilities and objectives which call for an 
immediate comprehensive economic programme. If some of our 
politicians and writers hate to call it an IMF programme, they 
should feel free to «»n it a National Programme for Economic 
Adjustment. It takes sacrifices by tbe people internally, and 
effective performance by tbe government internationally. Tbe 
world and international institutions will not help us unless we help 
ourselves. It is no secret that financial aid and debt relief are no 
more available except to countries tbat follow sound economic 
policies and try bard to correct their state of affairs and put their 
houses in order. 
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New signs emerge that Bush, 
once-invincible, now vulnerable 


By Irwin Arieff 
Renter 


WASHINGTON — New signs 
are emerging that President 
George Bush, whose re-election 
once seemed a cinch, is growing 
vulnerable to challenge from 
opposition Democrats ir next 
year’s election as a sour economy 
turns voters skittish. 


A Los Angeles Times news- 
paper poll published on Tuesday 
had Mr. Bush running neck-and- 
neck against an unnamed Demo- 
cratic candidate — 41 per cent to 
43 per cent with a three per cent 
margin of error — suggesting a 
steep plunge >n the popularity 
tnat made him seem invincible 
only a few weeks ago. 

It marked the first time since 
Mr. Bosh bee- : ? president that 
lie had not von easily over an 
’-nnaraed Democrat in a succes- 
sion of Times surveys. Just a 
month ago, he was favoured fr.r 
e-election by 55 per cent to 37 
jer cent. 
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Bush is already reacting to omi- 
nous political signs that include a 
steady flow of grim news on tbe 
economy, a strong showing in tbe 
Louisiana governor's race by self- 
styled Republican and former ECu 
Klux Klan leader David Duke, 
and the surprise defeat in last 
week's Pennsylvania Senate race 
of Dick Thornburgh, a dose Bush 
ally and former cabinet aide. 


In moves that Republicans 
have tried to portray as smart 
politics but Democrats call signs 
of a man running scared, he has 
dropped his longstanding opposi- 
tion to civil rights legislation, put 
off a trip to Asia and promised 
to propose, national health care 
reforms. 


“You had a major poltical up- 
let in Pennsylvania that I'm sure 
5 weighing heavily on the minds 
at the White House but I don't 
think it's Tunning scared,” said 
Republican political consultant 
Steve Sandler. 


It said if me election were hei 
today Mr. bush would beat t! c 
New York state governor by 5- c 
per cent to 37 per cent. Mirny 
Democrats consider Mr. Cuomo 
the party’s strongest potential 
candidate even though he has ,iot 
declared himself in the race. 


The White House shrufcgK-d off 
the news. 

“.•tolls go up and polls go • own. 
We have a year to go,' said 
presidential spokesman farlin 
Frtzwater. 


Of Mr. Cuomo, whose per- 
formance was rated quite strong 
by political ana’ysts considering 
he is still on the sidelnes, Mr. 
Fitzwater added: ‘We never try 
to tell the Democratic Party who 
to have as a candidate. They have 
a lot of good candidates... We’U 


take whoever they throw at us.” 

Although Mr. Bush might take 
solace in his mastery over ramed 
Democrats, even Repub icaus 
saw cause for worry in the fresh 
evidence his public support was 
diminishing sharply firm the 
heights it reached after -he Gulf 
war triumph. 

“That has got to be 1 nnerving 
for George Bush because six 
months ago he was considered 
unbeatable,” Republican analyst 
Kevin Phillips said in reference to 
the dead-heat with an unspecified 
Oemocratic opponent. 

“What numbers like that mean 
is chat, measured against what the 
American people would ideally 
Jke in the presidency. Bush is 
now beginning to not measure 
up. But as far as tbe likelihood 
that a Democratic candidate 


jould measure up to that ideal, all 
die polls show that that’s a long 
way from happening.” Mr. Phil- 
lips told Reuters. 


“I think it’s people paying 
attention to the electorate,” Mr. 
Sandler said. “If the election 
were held tomorrow. I think 
Bush would win handily ag. inst 
any of the Democrats,” he 
added. "Elections aren’t run 
against unnamed Democrats.” 


Democrats were cheered be- 
cause the poll showed Mr. 
Oiomo performing better against 
Bush than any other Democrat 
had. 

“This is in a vacuum with no 
campaign debate as of yet mid 
against an undeclared candi- 
date,” said Democratic analyst 
.Bob Beckel. “I don’t consider 
that good news for Bush. If I 
were him, I wouldn't panic right 
now but I'd be getting out my 
burgjcai tools and figuring out 
something to do, because if 
there's no uptick in the economy 
by spring, he’s in real trouble.” 


But with Mr. Cuomo possilly 
poised to enter the presidential 
nomination race, the poll results 
seemed a sure sign that the 
Democrats were succeeding in 
chipping away at the president's 
standing with the voters one year 
before the 1992 election. 


The key to Mr. Bush's future, 
analysts agreed, would >w the 
performance of the economy over 
the next four or five months. 


or 


Judging by recent actions, Mr. 


If it's still sagging in February 
March, the Democrats are 
going to be able to indict him,” 
said Mr. Phillips. “But if on the 
other hand the economy picks up. 
the Democrats will have lost their 
escalator." 


Baghdad- Basra road 


provides insight into 


woes of southern Iraq 


By Andrew Hill 

Reuter 


BASRA — Ragged children. Re- 
publican Guards and wreckage. 
The highway from Baghdad to 
Basra tells tbe tale of Saddam 
Hussein’s problems in southern 
Iraq. 

It is eight months since Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein's troops 
crushed a rebellion by Shiites 
emboldened by his defeat in the 
Gulf war. But red-bereted Re- 
publican Guards still man roadb- 
locks every few kilometres. 

Tbe 600-kilometre highway to 
Iraq’s second city, on tbe door- 
step of Kuwait, provides an in- 
sight into post-Gulf war southern 
Iraq. The region is home to Shiite 
Muslims. Iraq's largest single 
ethnic group. 

The highway leads through die 
rich flat farmland of ancient 
Mesopotamia. Rice is growing 
beside the Tigris River. Maize is 
ripening under tbe last of the 
autumn sun. 

Across the plains black smoke 
billows day and night from kilns 
churning out bricks to help re- 
build Iraq after the war. 

But the price of bricks, maize 


and rice taas escalated out of the 
reach of many of those who need 
them most. Free-for-all economic 
conditions have gripped Iraq be- 
cause of United Nations sanctions 
and frozen foreign assets. 

“Before the war, you could buy 
a track load of 3,000 bricks for 
350 dinars,” one Shiite resident 
recalled. “Now they cost at least- 

1.000 dinars per truck. Who can 
afford that?” 

Using official exchange rates, 
bricks used to cost SI ,085 a truck- 
load. Now they would cost 
S3.100. 

But the comparative prices are 
misleading becanse of a 
flourishing black market which 
makes nonsense of the official 
exchange rate of one dinar equals 

3.1 dollars. It is more like 20 
dinars equal one doDar in the 
alleyways of Baghdad's markets. 

Exchange rates, official or 
black market, mean little to the 
poor of southern Iraq. Only the 
wealthiest have access to dollars. 

Malnutrition was unheard of in 
southern Iraq before the Gulf 
war, Iraqi doctors say. People 
bad access to subsidised food, 
good health services and adequ- 
ate water. 


Not now. Tbe government still 
tries to provide one fluid of daily 
food intake at subsidised prices 
with a rationing system. The 
other two thirds have to be 
bought on the free market, at 
.prices often 60 times those the 
government charges. 

This has led to malnutrition 
among children, aggravated by 
bad drinking water because of 
Gulf war bomb damage to the 
main pumping and purification 
stations, and a lack of drags to 
treat the sick. 

Infant mortality in Basra has 
doubled from 6 j5 per cent of* 
children treated to 12.6 per cent, 
according to Basra Director 
General of Health Rajih Thamer. 

Douglas Broderick is head of 
the U.S. Catholic Relief Services, 
an American aid agency that had 
no place in pre-war Iraq. He is 
alarmed at what he called the 
slow slide now taking place. 

“What I see now is a few beans 
and rice water on the table where 
there used to be a rich stew with 
meat and vegetables. What I see 
is a market of shortages where 
there used to be everything," said 
Mr. Broderick, who operates 
several health centres in tbe 


south. 

“I was at one of our centres the 
other day and there were 300 
mothers clamouring for milk. 
They were begging for it. There 
was not one smiling, healthy- 
looking child in the place.” 

Hardship is visible from the 
road where barefoot children 
play a few hundred metres from 
wrecked factories, bombed army 
installations and soldiers standing 
guard. 

Behind low walls along tbe 
highway are countless army 
camps where new recruits drill in 
the heat. 

Iraqi officials are reluctant to 
discuss why the Republican 
Guard is so widely deployed at 
roadblocks fashioned from spent 
shell cases and lit by single elec- 
tric bulbs. 

There is tittle traffic at night. 
At one roadblock this week, a 
Republican Guard let off a few 
rounds to stop a trade driver who 
tried to cr eep past. 

“Hie soldiers are just jotting 
with him,” said a Ministry of 
Information guide as the troops 
frisked the driver and took him to 
a tent for questioning. “They are 
just making a joke.” 


Bush says his fore ign 
policy concern is 
good for America 
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By Laurence McQuillan 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — A defensive 
President George Bush is telling 
America his passion for foreign 
affairs is driven by concern about 
the quality of life at home, a 
message advisers believe must be 
reinforced on tbe way to next 
year’s presidential election. 

Throughout his presidency, 
Mr. Bush has spoken openly of 
the relish with which he has tack- 
led foreign affairs — dealing with 
China or the intransigence of na- 
tions in tbe Middle East and 
embarking on military show- 
downs with Panama and Iraq. 

Now, whether in Italy or the 
Netherlands, Kansas or Missouri, 
Mr. Bush pounds away at his 
theme — serving America when 
he steps onto foe international 
stage. 

Of his dispatching of troops in 
1989 to remove Panamanian 
strongman Manuel Noriega, Mr. 
Bush said: “When a dictator; 
threatened American lives, we 
helped the Panamanian people 
validate their own free elections., 
by kicking him out, seeing that 
he’s brought to trial.* 

Of Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, Mr. Bush said during a 
visit this week to St. Louis:' 
“When a brutal tyrant invaded 
Kuwait, we helped roll back 
aggression and liberate a land.” 

“Was that victory foreign? Was 
that domestic? What was it? he 
asked. “I think it was in the 
fundamental national interest of 
the United States that we led the 
world to say one country is not 
going to brutalise its neighbour. 
It's good for your kids and mine, 
and it’s good for the entire 
world." 

What worries Mr. Bush most is 
America’s economy. 

A year from now he faces an 
election to find out if voters are in 
the mood to give him a second 
four-year term, and unemploy- 
ment is steadily increasing as a 
hoped-for economic recovery re- 


fuses to gather momentum. 

So, after trade talks on Satur- 
day with officials of the European 
Community in the Hague, Mr. 
Bush said he was trying to move 
towards “a new era of free and 
open trade, generating jobs and 
opportunity on both sides of the 
Atlantic.” 

Last February, when he de- 
clared an end to the Gulf war, 
Mr. Bush's popularity rating 
stood at 90 per cent and words 
like “invincible” and “over- 
whelming” were used to describe 
his re-election chances. Today, 
his popularity has slipped to 
around 50 per cent and political 
advisers are uncomfortably aware 
that political titans like Winston 
ChimJiill easily fall four of dis- 
gruntled voters. 
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NEWS ANALYSIS 



'^Ih Britain, Winston Churchill 
was denied the- prime, minis- 
tership in the last days of World 
Jtygar II despite -inspiring hft na- 
tion in war, partly due to worries 
over post-war domestic issues. 


Mr. Bush is trying to avoid any 
parallel with Churchill — victory 
in war rejection in peace. “Bush 
isn't Churchill, and we’re making 
sure that doesn't happen,” said a 
Bush adviser. 


That explains why the Amer- 
ican president , postponed a 10- 
day trip planned for this month to 
Japan and Australia, already 
scaled back from 13 days. 

After flying to the Middle East 
peace conference in Madrid early 
in the month, attending a NATO 
summit in Italy and an EC session 
last week, aides convinced bimbe 
was taking too great a political 
risk by spending so much -time 
abroad. 

Democrats have been selling 
T-shirts luting Mr. Bush's foreign 
travel and calling it the “Any- 
where but America” tour. 
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A Golan 

Heights, proposal 



The following letter to the editor 
by Abe Nathan appeared in the 
International Herald Tribune on 
Nov. 8, 1991. 


MAY I offer a perspective on the 
Golan Heights problem — from 
the prison cell where I am serving 
an 18-month term for violating a 
law that prohibits Israelis from 
meeting with PLO members? 

Many of us remember the 
months before the 1967 war, 
when Israelis in tbe valley were 
shelled from the mountamtops in 
the Golan Heights. There was no 
peace In the valley. So when 
Israel captured the Golan 
Heights, almost everyone 
thought it was a just cause. 

But Israel's victory in 1967 
brought neither peace nor secur- 
ity to the region. Instead, the 
present borders brought more 
casualties on both sides than 
occurred in the years before the 
1967 war. 

If the occupation of the Golan 
Heights was meant to prevent 
g uns from firing on the settle- 
ments, one could sympathise with 
Israel. If tbe occupation was 
meant to exploit the captured 
territory for gain, or to enlarge 
Israel, the chances for peace can 
be considered ml. 

Anyway, these days tire Syrians 
do not need the Golan Heights to 
wage war on Israel: they could 


fire Scud missiles from the 
Damascus area and no Israeli rity*/ 
would be safe. And Israel, of 
course, could use its own missiles, 
chemical weapons and, as a last 
resort, some of the 300. atomic 
bombs it reportedly has. ••• 

All this would lead to: the 
destruction of the entire region. 
Do we have a choice? Yes , and 
now, while the attempt at dia- 
logue is being made. Israel should 
be willing to withdraw from the 
Golan Heights on tbe following 
. conditions. 


1. Syria agrees to demilitarise' 
the area returned. 

2. Tbe Umted States and the 
Soviet Union, under United-Na- 
tions mandate, place observers to 
guarantee the demilitarisatio&. 
The observers would be removed u 
only on joint Israeh-Syrian nr 
quest 

3. Syria would agree - to sign a 
peace treaty with Israel. ‘ 


4. Syria would agree to permit 
Israeli settlers to continue living 
in the Heights, under agreed-^ 
conditions. 

5. Syria would permit any Jew . 

wishing to leave Syria to go to 
Israel. ; . 

Only jn this spirit of reason, 
magnanimity,, compromise^ and v , 
concern for the future cad ibere£- 
be tope few peace. 
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Shanf Zeid forming government 
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: Mr. Azaideh said he “did not 
■ rate cot studying the option of 
1 (the Brotherhood) abstaining 
! rather t han voting against the 
r new go v ernm ent” if the move- 
; ment fett that the new govern- 
: meat would strengthen public 
: freedoms. 

'The -Islamists have ma de no 
' xfcjaret of their feeling th at they 
Werebeing targeted by the Masri 
government. They say that many 
of tb«r supporters were detained 
.and point out that at least two of 
their planned gatherings to voice 
opposition to the peace process. 
- were, abated and one of their 
-pubficatioos was banned. 

Public- freedoms had “re- 
JftpscC under the government of 
Mr. Masri, Mr. Azaideh asserted. 
*We hope that on the internal 
level there would be an improve- 
ment, especially in public free- 
doms, which greatly relapsed 
imder previous gov e rnment,” he 


; . 71ie issue of public freedoms, 
be added, “will carry a lot of 
Weight in favour of" a Sharif 
Zeid government. 

Mr. Azaideh said die Brother- 
hood “joining the government (of 
Sharif Zeid) is not on the cards” 
since the movement does not 
believe that there will be any 
change in Jordan's participation 
ip the peace process. 

, r The Muslim Brotherhood re- 
jects any negotiation with Israel 
and refuses to accept a comprom- 
ise solution over the occupied 
territories. It calls for the “total 
liberation of the land of Pales- 
tine" — the territory covered 
imder the British mandate of 
Palestine. 

If the Mnslim Brotherhood de- 
cides to abstain from voting in a 
confidence session, die votes of 
its members would be considered 
as favourable to the government. 

' The spokesman for the Con- 
stitution Bloc, Yousef Mbaideen, 
said his bloc had not met yet to 
discuss the changes of govern- 
ment but said he expected that 
fall parliamentary blocs, except 
the Muslim Brother- 
1, would extend their support 


to Sharif Zeid.” 

Asked whether his bloc would 
makethe same demands of this 
government that were made of 
Mr. Masri's. Mr. Mbaideen said 
that he could only speak for 
himself but that “if I was not 
asked to join the government but 
was asked for a vote of confi- 
dence in Sharif Zeid I would give 

The Constitution Bloc, ranking 
as the second largest bloc in the 
Lower House but lacking in poli- 
tical ideology, had «v»«M*™4rd 
that Mr. Masri include them in 
hs coalition government with a 
percentage similar to their weight 
in Parliament and had led the 
campaign against Mr. Masri in 
parti ament when they were ex- 
cluded from a government 
reshuffle last month. 

Sulaiman Aiar, the head of die 
16-member National Bloc, of 
which Mr. Masri himself is mem- 
ber, said he met with Sharif Zeid 
Saturday but that he had not 
discussed his meeting with mem- 
bers of his bloc yet. 

He said that Sharif Zeid had 
informed him that be was asked 
to form a government and that be 
was conducting consultations on 
the form of government. 

Mr. Arar said it was “prema- 
ture” to discuss whether his bloc 
will partidapte in Sharif Zeid’s 
government until “further con- 
sultations” were held with the 
prime minister-designate. 

Democratic Bloc members, 
who are split among themselves, 
said their decision was contingent 
on the government statement to 
be delivered by foe prime minis- 
ter in the regular session of par- 
liament. 

Sharif Zeid, who holds foe 
rank of field marshal, is a career 
military officer, served as com- 
mander in chief of foe Armed 
Forces for over a decade before 
being named chief of Royal Court 
and special adviser to Ffis Majes- 
ty King Hussein on military 
affairs. 

Sharif Zeid served as prime 
minister for an interim period of 
eight months in 1989, leading foe 
country to general elections in 
November of that year and leav- 
ing foe premiership in December 
to Mudar Badran. 


Ashrawi will not be put on trial 

(Continued from page 1) 


measures right now, in view of 
the peace process,” Dr. Asluawi- 
■sand, denouncing the move as a: 
bid to sQence the Palestinians. 

• Jordan; called :on Washington- 
and Moscow to protect Dr. 
Ashrawi. 

- President George Bush ex- 
pressed concern over the issue. 

• “He shook my hand as he was 
leaving and said, ‘please know 
that Hanan is in my mind mid Tm 
paying very dose attention to 
what is happening over there,”’ 
George Salem, chairman of foe 


Arab-American Leadership 
Council, said after a meeting with 
Mr. Bvshi 

State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said: “We think 
now it's in everyone’s interests to 
create a dimate that promotes 
negotiations and gives them a 
greater chance of succeeding.” 

Mr. Boucher did not say how 
Washington's concern was trans- 
mitted to Israel. 

Mr. Shamir is due to meet Mr. 
Bosh next Friday and die United 
States is expected to announce a 
site for a resumption of Arab- 
Israeli negotiations soon. 


JChalil advises peace delegation 


(Continued from page 1) 

merit broadcast naitonwide on 
radio and television od the eve of 
.the 21st anniversary of Mr. 
Assad's assumption of power in a 
bloodless coup on Nov. 16, 1970. 

Mr. Assad, 61, made no speci- 
fic reference to the U.S.- 
sponsored peace process. 

- But he said to Israel's leaders 
the word peace “is a false com- 
modity with which they have 
traded for some time and, when it 
was put on the spot and the time 
for examinatio n matured, foe de- 
ception was disclosed and m a sks 
dropped from the Israeli rulers' 


feces.” 

He continued: “While we are 
expecting world public opinion 
and peoples and governments to 
watch and issue their just verdict* 
and stand beside righteousness, 
we have no doubts that foe battle 
for peace in winch we are in- 
volved is a part of our struggle 
against aggression and occn- 
paiton.” 

In an interview published Fri- 
day, Mr. Shamir told an Israeli 
newspaper he would not surren- 
der any land, allow formation of a 
Palestinian state or cease the 
construction of Jewish settle- 
ments on occupied land. 


The writing on the wall in Palestine 


By Pan! Lalor 

GRAFFITI is one of the most 
visible signs of the intifada and of 
Israel's attempts to eradicate it. 
Walls on main streets in the 
towns and villages of the occu- 
pied territories are alive with 
Arabic script and the black paint 
used to blot it out. Together they 
tell a vibrant tale about what has 
happened in the West Bank and 
Gaza since the outbreak of the 
uprising in December 1987. 

The early days 

From foe earliest days of the 
intifada, graffiti supplemented 
the leaflets of the united lead- 
ership and instructions passed on 
by word of mouth. Arguably it 
also gave a voice to the grass 
roots of the intifada. The writing 
on the wall varied from hastily 
scribbled messages and slogans to 
elaborate morals covering entire 
houses. While most of it was 
written in places assuring it max- 
imum publicity, it tended to be 
more artistic in villages where 
Israeli patrols were less frequent. 
There were special places for 
important announcements, like 
the “newspaper”, a section of 
wall on Palestine Street in Qad- 
dura camp near Ramallah. In 
Jallazun it was the wall near the 
coffee diop in foe centre of the 
camp and in Gaza, Omar A1 
Mukhtar Street performed the 
same function. 

Recurring symbols were the 
clenched fid, the “V” sign, the 
rifle, the flag and foe map of 
Paiedine. The first represented 
the Palestinian strike force, the 
“V" foe Churchillian sign for 
steadfastness in the face of 
adversity. Map, flag and gun 
were often combined, as with the 
PFLP mural which was some- 
times painted in the distinctive 
chequered pattern of the kuf- 
fiyah. The traditional practice of 
incorporating script into images 
was also prevalent, for instance 
when “Fateh” is written into 
Kalashnikov machine gun. 

Wail writers helped to organise 
daily life during the intifada. For 
instance, they reinforced strike 
calls and foe drive for a boycott of 
Israeli goods. Car owners were 
asked not to drive on strike days. 
Though Israel went off summer 
time on Aug. 31 1990, graffiti 
notified Palestinians : that for 
them “winter tune will begin on 
Sept. 15.” "* 


The walls also expressed de- 
fiance. “We will not be deterred 
by the demolition of houses” 
appeared on a house knocked 
down by the Israelis. Martyrs 
were commemorated and nation- 
al days were celebrated with slo- 
gans and drawings. The artists 
also sought to boost morale. Lef- 
tists reminded Palestinians that 
“the Israelis are not stronger than 
the United States.' The Palesti- 
nians are not weaker than foe 
Vietnamese.” The left also play- 
ed a band in emphasising the 
importance of social and other 
issues. “Equal pay for equal 
work” was a common one, 
another was “give work first to 
foe holdere of green identity 
cards,” who are denied foe right 
to work in Israel. 

No subject or space was over- 
looked by the graffiti writers. 
Nearly every rubbish bin in the 
territories had something like 
“Shamir's office” or simply 
“Israel” inscribed on it. The cur- 
rent prime minister of Israel was 
referred to as a donkey, Rabin as 
a monkey and Sharon as an 
elephant. Swastikas and references 
to fascism are commonplace. 
And the slogans often rhymed, 
like foe couplet in A1 Bira written 
shortly after His Majesty King 
Hussein cut his links with the 
West Bank in July 1988. It read: 
“We don’t want foe shekel, or the 
dinar, we want the currency of 
Abu Ammar.” 

Stamping ft out 

“We had wall stamps you 
know," Adii told me. “We cut 
foe shape of the symbols and 
slogans out of a newspaper placed 
them against a wall and applied 
foe paint.” At the beginning, 
instructions were issued from a 
central command. “If there was 
an order to put up a certain 
slogan in Manara (foe centre of 
Ramallah ) there would be three 
or four people involved — sane 
to do it, ofoets to keep watch. It 
was usually done at night and 
sometimes we would barricade 
the road to give us time to get 
away in case an army patrol 
came.” 

The Israelis mounted hnge 
dean-up operations, sealed off 
streets and villages and forced the 
local inhabitants to erase graffiti. 
Israeli soldiers with spray guns 
and tanks of black paint or 
whitewash on their back blotted* it 
out. However, this policy was of E- 
truted value. As one activist poi- 


nted out, “we had to paint over 
old slogans anyway when we 
wanted to do something new, so 
with paint in short supply the 
Israelis were doing us a favour.” 

However, in August and 
September 1989 the first Palesti- 
nians were shot dead by Israeli 
soldiers for writing on their own 
walls. By May 1991 it was esti- 
mated that as many as seven 
Palestinian youths had been lol- 
led in this way. The occupation 
authorities also began to make 
Palestinians responsible for eras- 
ing their own graffiti. On June 9, 

1988 the Israeli military comman- 
der of foe West Bank announced 
that refusal to erase graffiti was 
punishable by a five-year prison 
sentence or a fine of 1,500 new 
Israeli shekels ($750) or both. 
However, this proved impossible 
to enforce and an additional 
order threatened those who did 
not remove graffiti from their 
property with a fine of new Israeli 
shekels of 350. It was put into prac- 
tice for the first time in October 

1989 and there were no excep- 
tions. Dr. Saeb Erekat, the poli- 
tical leader from Jericho, who 
was recently named as one of the 
Palestinian delegates to foe Mad- 
rid peace conference, was sum- 
moned to foe office of foe milit- 
ary commander, to discuss local 
matter, he thought. When be got 
there he was ordered to pay a fine 
for failing to erase graffiti which 
had appeared on the wall of his 
house. 

Before the intifada, graffiti was 
signed by the group responsible 
for it. However, after foe first 
leaflet of ’the unified leadership 
was issued in January 1988, the 
United National Leadership of 
foe Uprising (UNLU) logo was 
used to signify foe unity. But with 
’the emergence of Hamas, grow- 
ing differences over tactics and 
strategy and a widening gap be- 
tween the grass roots and foe 
leadership, individual groups be- 
gan to sign their own material. 

When Hamas and other Islamic 
groups first appeared, they were 
widely criticised for being more 
interested in gaining support for 
themselves than in helping the 
national cause and in many places 
their slogans were painted over. 
However, as foe pre-PNC debate 
of 1988 provoked differences 
over how to approach peace it 
became more acceptable. By the 
end of 1988 it had also proved its 
willingness to make sacrifices and 
cooperate with UNLU. Speaking 



Graffiti, foe ‘voice' at foe 

on foe walls in Palestine, faffing fee 


fee occupied te rritories during the 
by NhU Ibrahim) 


taffida (photos 


at the time, Ali Al Jarbawi, who 
has written a book about the 
intifada in Arabic, said: “Today 
you anil see a slogan by Hamas on 
a wall, and if you are Palestinian 
you won't clean it off. Hamas and 
T ffiamir Jihad have become a fact 
of fife.” 

Reflecting diriskns 

Emerging divisions were highly 
visible on fee walls. When col- 
oured paint was available Hamas 
would write in green, Fateh in 
black and the left-wing groups in 
red. The red star signified the 
Democratic Front, the hammer 
and sickle represented the Com- 
munist Party. Hie Done of foe 
Rock or the Koran were the fav o uri t e 
emblems of the Islamic groups, 
often qoupled with a tingle finger 
pointing heavenward. The curled 
knuckles and finger spelt out 
Allah in Arabic. 

Despite Hamas's daim of im- 
partiality in the left-right dispute 
within foe PLO — “no left, no 
right Hamas is the light” — there 
were signs of tactical unity with 
the loyal opposition, foe PFLP 
and Nayef Hawatmeh’s DFLP. 
“No to Uqmdationist solutions” 
and “the Baker Plan will not save 
the Shamir Plan” were common 
to all rejectiomsts. And whereas 
Hamas would write “foe destruc- 
tion of Israel is a Koranic inevita- 
bility” and “Islam is the solution 
and jihad is the way,” the PFLP 
would argue that “the power of 
logic is no substitute for foe logic 
of power” and “the rifle cleared 
the way for the stone as the stone 
clear the way for the rifle.” 
Fateh's slogan read “national uni- 
ty will remain in fortress in foe 
face of fascist occupation,” 
“Fateh” was scrawled on every 
available public place and the 
Fateh eagle, and pictures of Ara- 
fat, sometimes embracing foe 
martyr Abu Jihad, were also ubi- 
quitous. 

At central points there were 
disputes over the use of wall 
space, involving knives in Jalla- 
zun camp where the Communists 
fell out with the PFLP and Fateh. 
For instance in foe summer of 
1989, Jamil Ta’rifi, a West Bank 
Fateh supporter who met the 
Israeli prime minister, became 
the subject of death threats 
sidled by foe PFLP. Fateh mem- 
bers countered with graffiti in 
support of the meeting. 

In mid-Augnst 1989, the united 
Jeadership’s Communique No. 44 
called on all frictions to sign their 
slogans UNLU to enhance 
national unity. However, divi- 
sions persisted and there were 
signs that the gap between the 
leadership and foe grassroots was 
growing. In May 1990, 40 Palesti- 
nian “notables” went on hunger 
strike in Jerusalem to protest 
against foe Risbon Lezkm mas- 
sacre. Leaflets were distributed in 
the occupied territories and the 
action was widely covered inter- 
nationally. But Salah Abdul Jaw- 
wad of Bir Zeit University, who 
has been collecting graffiti mate- 
rial, “did not find a tingle slogan 
on foe walls relating to the hun- 
ger strikes." On the other hand, 
foe walls were covered with slo- 
gans calling for revenge and foe 
escalation of foe intifada into 
armed struggle. 

Against a background of 
mounting frustration, economic 
hardship and little progress in the 
peace process, increasing num- 
bers of collaborators were killed. 
Armed groups with names like 
“the Guardians of Al Aqsa,” 
“the Lions of the Revolution” and 


the “Black Panthers” appeared 
and there were fi refights between 
different factions in Nablus. They 
also made an impact on the walls 
and their slogans were rarely 
political. According to Adil, they 
write strong militant slogans like 
“death to collaborators or “con- 
gratulations to the band who kil- 
led so and so.” There was a 
serious escalation in the war of 
the walls this summer when there 
were death threats against Faisal 
Husseini and Hanan Ashrawi af- 
ter their meetings with Secretary 
of State Baker. Even the PFLP 
responded by condemning these 
threats and calling for the peace- 
ful resolution of inter-Palestinian 
disputes. 

Many Palestinians have con- 
cluded that foe intifada is in crisis, 
especially in foe wake of the Gulf 
war. And there are fears that if 
the peace process fails, foe down- 
ward spiral will continue. Among 
others, leftist lecturer Musa 
Budeiri has called for elections 
and a more representative lead- 
ership to replace 1 ‘those who are 
sought out by foe media.” Salim 
Taman, also of Bir Zeit Universi- 
ty, has pointed out that whatever 


happens, Palestinians will have to 
develop a survival strategy in- 
volving political and economic 
programmes to revitalise and sus- 
tain foe intifada. They should 
also exploit Western opposition 
to Israeli settlements in foe terri- 
tories and the threat of mass 
expulsion to secure aid from out- 
side. Ultimately, Israel would 
have to enforce autonomy on the 
Palestinians or integrate them, 
thus realising the Palestinian 
dream of a unitary and democra- 
tic state throughout historical 
Palestine. 

Mr. Tamari might approve of 
the sentiments expressed by the 
daring artist who drew “long live 
the state of Palestine” and an 
Israeli flag below the Israeli 
observation post in the centre of 
Ramallah. The message seemed 
to be that just as the artist bad put 
his slogan on the wall under foe 
noses of foe Israelis, so Palesti- 
nians could lay the groundwork 
for their state under the Israeli 
occupation. — Middle East Inter- 
national. 

Paul LaJor i$ a research student at 
Sl Antony’s College, Oxford. 
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Al Istiklal Club 

presents 

Ukrainia Ballet Gr om 


in concert 
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at the Palace of Culture Al Hussein Sports City at 8 p.m. on: 

Sunday Nov. 17 - Nut Cracker BaSBet 
Monday Nov. 18 — Carmen Ballet 
Tuesday Nov. 19 — Giselle Ballet 
Wednesday Nov. 20 — Swan Lake Ballet 

■vwffwhln at: 


— Al Hussein Sports City 

— Phoenix Cafeteria and Gallery, Gardens Street. 

— Zahrat Al Mada’en Mill — Jubilee Circle. 

— Abla and Antar Stores. Jabal Luweibdeh. 

— Safeway International. 

— Al Tawil Tours Agency, near Safeway. 

— Geneva Coffeeshop. 

— Music Box/Ai Sweifiyyeh, the Eighth Circle. 

— Al Shallal Restaurant, the Gardens Street. 

— Rana Pizza, opposite Al Ra'i Newspaper. 

— Rawan Wool, Gardens Street-Da'san Centre. 

— Jerusalem International Hotel 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
: THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AM) 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
1’ CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
AhByyah Girts School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6: 30-Midnight 

TeL 838968 




4Rent&SaIe 

Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nished. 

Also many lots of land arej 
available for sale. 

IFor further details, please 
call 

lAbdonn Real 



Tel. 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520, 



RENT 

Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Bats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 


t=J 


real estate 
“R” 
us 


Just call NIDAL 

693037 



/ CHENS x 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Sarbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

• Free Metal Frame 

13 x 18cju 

Sbmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 





MANDARIN RESTAPRANT | 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


& 


\Opeo 11-JO-3JO A 6:03-11 JO daity\ 

Tain away is avaOabfta 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

I Tel. 681922. Amman] 

Cnee lasted 
Always Ixvfd 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


* 


OD 


DfiQQ 


Saadi Real Estate 
687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in | 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


DAIEOTEL 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

(deal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Keller, Maleeva advance in Indianapolis 


TrlDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Audra Keller, tfaeoriy remaining 
crl^an in the Jell-O Tennis Classic, readied the final round 
: !i 3-2, 6-4 upset Friday over fourth-seeded Radka Zrubakova 
ischoslcvakia. Two-inre champion Katerina Maleeva of 
: sria, thf top seed, took 65 minutes to beat unseeded 
oss Paz of Argentina 6-2, 6-1 in the second semifinal of the 
tournament at the Indianapolis Racquet Club. The 
u^-jsedsd Keller, 19, of Memphis, Tenn, will play Maleeva for the 
Cj-..-:*.plpnship and a first prize of $27,000. It took Keller only 51 
sunntes to win her semi final match, breaking service for leads of 
3-2 and 5-2 and winning the last four games of the first set. Keller 
tool? control with a service break for 4-3 in the second set. 


captures volleyball title 


OSAKA, Japan (AP) — Cuba bea* Peru 15-9, 15-12, 2-15, 15-11 
Saturday for its fourth straight win and clinched the title in the 
Women's World Cup Volleyball Championships. Even if Cuba 
loses in straight sets to the Soviet Union Sunday, it will win the 
•:.-:'no«oaship because of its better set ratio. With the loss, Peru 
fill to 1-3. In other final-round matches at Osaka Castle Hall in 
western Japan, China defeated the World Champion Soviet 
Union 15-3, 5-15, 15-7, 15-7 for its third victory against one 
defeat. The Soviet Union fell to 3-1. The United States downed 
winless Sonth Korea 15-10, 15-6, 15-10 for its first win against four 
defeats. The six teams advanced to the final round after placing 
among the top three in two groups in the preliminary round. 


Van Basten suspension lifted 


MILAN (R) — An Italian soccer disciplinary board Friday lifted a 
one-day suspension imposed on AC Milan's Marco Van Basten. 
The Dutch striker had been sent off after a linesman accused him 
of hitting an opponent at the end of Milan's 4-1 league victory 
over Roma on Nov. 3. But the board ruled the alleged action was 
unintentional and lifted the ban, which would have kept Van 
Basten out of Sunday’s difficult away game against champions 
Sampdoria. Van Basten had argued that be was a victim of 
mistaken identity and said television replays proved that his team 
mate Aldo Serena was the culprit. 


Baltics may take part In World Cup 


ZURICH (AP) — Soccer's world governing body may permit the 
Baltic s cates of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania to participate in the 
1934 World Cup. FIFA said its executive committee will consider 
the applications on Dec. 7, a day before the World Cup qualifying 
draw. A total of 140 countries have entered the tournament, 
which will be played in the Unite d Sta tes from June 17- July 17, 
1994. Estonia and Latvia joined FIFA on May 20, 1923, and 
Lithuania joined the following day. The three, which were 
recognised as independent countries earlier this year, never 
resigned their FIFA membership. Normally, only the FIFA 
congress can grant membership and the next congress isn’t 
scheduled until July 3. However, the executive committee can 
grant provisional membership and is expected to do so. Germany 
gets a spot in the final 24 as the defending champion and die 
United States gets a berth as the host nation. The rest will play a 
two-year series of qimlifying games. FIFA said Friday it had 
accepted the late entries of Mauritania, Mozambique, Swaziland 
and Vietnam. It has said it does not play to consider the issue of 
readmitting South Africa before the draw. 


Cyprus to host Yugoslavia-Australia match | 


LONDON (AP) — Nicosia, Cyprus has been chosen as the ate 
for the Davis Cup match next year betwee n Yug oslavia and 
Australia, the International Tennis Federation (ITF) said Friday. 
T!v Frst-raund World Group tie had been scheduled to be played 
in 1 iigoslavia but was moved because' of the dvil conflict in that 
country. Australia had offered to host the match, but Yugoslavia 
recommended Cyprus as the alternate site. The c hoice received 
.Vinal approval Friday, said Thomas HaDberg, the fTPs director 
of Davis Cup competition. The match will be played Jan. 31-Feb. 
2 on an indoor carpet surface. The Nicosia arena has a capacity of 
3,000 spectators. 


■nonnors is not thinking about retiring 


BUENOS AIRES (AP) — At age 39 and still a tiger on the tennis 
court, Jimmy Connors says, “I don't even think about retiring.'* 
The U.S. ace arrived Friday for weekend exhibitions against 
Jjgentine great Jose Luis Qerc, 33, but left the pro circuit six 
years ago. Trying to build some interest in the Saturday and 
Sunday matches on the red day courts at the Buenos Aires lawn 
tennis dub, Connors said he’s looking to avenge a 1982 loss to 
Oerc. “He was very young and I tried to wear him down, but 
"couldn’t,” he told reporters at Exeiza International Airport. The 
world No. 1 from 1974-77, Conncfrs soldiered on despite the loss. 
This season has been one of his best in years. Last September, he 
readied the semifinals of the U.S. Open. His secret? “I always 
took care of myself. I never tried drags and I love tennis, 1 ' he said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HiRSCH 
©>99t Tnbuns Mada Sermon. Inc 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*6 SQJ8763 >Q52 *873 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
1 * 1 NT ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — When partner's opening bid 
has been overcalled with one no 
tpjap, a common practice is to 
double with any hand containing 
enough strength to suggest that 
your side has the balance of power. 
Therefore, if you compete in a suit 
you are showing a weak hard with a 
long suit. Bid two hearts. 


and the best way to tell partner of 
your powerful hand and fit is to cue- 
bid two hearts. 


QJS — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4J9543 <7AK109 vAJlO *6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
2 * 1 NT 2 V 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AK64 SK85 0QI053 *62 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West Njorth East 
I v Pass 1 Pass 

o 

What do you bid now? 

A. — It is awfully tempting to bid 
one spade, but resist- seduction. No 
matter what partner does, you will 
feel guilty about not having sup- 
ported hearts, and to do so later 
would show a stronger hand than 
you have. Raise to two hearts now, 
which is dearly justified by your 
ruffing value in dubs. 


I What action' do you take? 

‘ A. — What started out as a near 
i minimum hand has become very 
powerful. You have no wasted val- 
ues in spades, and any cards partner 
holds wffl mesh well with your hand. 
Jump to four hearts. Match this 
hand with the first one and you will 
gee that you are on a finesse for five- 
odd despite a combined holding of 
only 18 high-card points. 


Q.S — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*A83 7AKS 0A6 4ET1O062 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
I * 17 1 * Pass 

What do you bid now? 

A.— When you opened one dub, 
you intended bidding two no trump 
over any response by partner. 
West's overtoil and partner’s spade 
bid have altered your course of ac- 
tion. Your high cards are all prime, 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦K7 7K85 085 *J 109543 

Partner opens the bidding with two 
no tramp (22-23 points). What do 
you respond? 

A. — How do you show slam inter- 
est in dubs after partner has 
opened two no tramp? First you bid 
three dubs, which partner will take 
as a Stayman inquiry for majors, 
and then bid four dubs, which can- 
cels the previous message. An im- 
mediate jump to four dubs would be 
Gerber, asking for aces. 


Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AJ0653 78 05 *AKS43 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do vou respond? 
A. — It is unwise to make a jump 
shift when you have no idea where 
you want to play the hand. Start by 
responding one spade, then bid 
three dubs at your next turn, unless 
partner's re bid prevents you from 
doing ao. 


Sanches 
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.rio, Capriati 
ailadelphia 



PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
Third-seeded Arantxa Sanchez- 
Vicario and No. 4 seed Jennifer 
Capriati took different routes Fri- 
day into file semi5nais of the 
$350,000 Virginia S lims , of Phi-' 
ladelphia Tennis Tournament. 

Sanchez- Vicario, ranked No. 5 
in the world, took the more diffi- 
cult path, overcoming hard- 
serving Brenda Schultz 6-7, (4-7). 
6-1, 6-4. 

Capriati, 15, who is ranked No. 
6 and playing in her first tourna- 
ment since the U.S. Open, too:; 
the easy way, defeating seventh- 
seeded Manuefa Maleeva- 
Fragniere 6-3. 6-2. 

The 6-foot-2 (1. 88-metre), 170- 
pount (77-kilogram) Schultz’s big 
serve was not enough against 
Sanchez- Vicario, who won far 
the fourth time in as many meet- 
ings between die two. 

For the most part, Sanchez- 
Vjcario was content to trade 
ground strokes and wait for 
Schultz to make a mistake. 
Sanchez- Vicario came to the net 
only 34 times in the 1-hour, 55- 
minate match, compared with 92 
for Schultz. Schultz made 42 un- 
forced errors to 14 for Sanchez- 
Vicario. 

When she did come in, howev- 
er, Sanchez- Vicario won 71 per 
cent of the points, compared with 
53 per cent for Schultz. 

Sanchez-Vicario broke 
Schultz’s serve in the first game of 
the match but lost her serve in the 
eighth game when Schultz bit an 
overhead off a poor lob. 

Sanchez- Vicario was disturbed 
by several line calls in the tie- 
breaker and fell behind 4-1 and 
6-3 before hitting a volley wide tc 
lose the set. 

The 19-year-old Spaniard 
dominated the second set, break- - 
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Jacajfcr .Capriati 


ing Schultz's serve twice, once in 
z love game, after saving two 
break points in the first game. 

The game mirrored the two 
most recent meetings between 
the players, with Sanchez-Vicario 
dropping the first set, then ral- 
lying to win. 

“That played on my mind in 
the second set,” Schultz said. “I 
was just not there. I was thinking 
how F would win the first and lose 
the second and because I was 
thinking that. I was net mentally 
into it.” 

Tee pivotal service break of the 
match came in the seventh game 
of the third set. Schuitz saved a 
pair of break points before hitting 
a backhand -info the net. 

In the 10th game. Schultz saved 
one match point with a lob but 
Sanchez-Vicario won the next 
point with an overpowering pas- 
sing shot. 

“I knew Z had to be patient 
cec2iise she has a great serve,” 
Sanchez-Vicario said. “But I had 


to try to be aggressive and move 
the ball and go to the net before 
she could come in.” 

Capriati, wearing contact 
lenses in a tournament for the 
first time, needed only 59 minutes 
to beat Maleeva-Fragniere, over- 
coming a lost service game in the 
fifth game of the first set to' 
record breaks in the sixth and 
eighth games. 

After the match, Capriati’s 
agent, John Evert, said she will 
be coached by Pavel Slozil start- 
ing at file end of the year. Slozil 
formerely coached Steffi Graf. 

In other quarterfinal play, top 
seed Monica Seles overcame a 
first set lapse to oust eighth- 
seeded American Zina Garrison 
7-6, 6-0. 

Seles will take on Sanchez, 
while Capriati faces second seed 
Gabriels Sabatini, who advanced 
Thursday, in what could well be a 
preview of a quarterfinal at next 
week's Virginia Slims Cham- 
pionships. 


UEFA bm is Tosria© fTcssn home game 


ZURICH (R) — Italy's Torino 
must play the home leg of their 
UEFA Cup third-round tie 
against AEK Athens at least 3C3 
kilometres from Turin because of 
trouble-making fans, the Euro- 
pean Football Union (UEFA) 
said. 

UEFA’s disciplinary commit- 
tee imposed the sanction Thurs- 
day because Torino fans fought 
with police and destroyed seating 
at the away leg of fheir second: 
round tie against Boavista of Por- 
tugal on Nov. 6. 

Boavista. knocked out of the 
competition by Torino, came off 
worse from the hearing. Hie Por- 
tuguese club must play their next 
two home-leg ties in any of the 
three UEFA club c "Partitions at 
least 2C0 kilcsief. . jrerr. their 
sta dium . 

UEFA said there had been 
important lapses in security 
arrangements a: the Boavista Sta- 
dium and UEFA directives had 
not been properly observed. 

It said the second half of the 
match was delayed fer seven mi- 
nutes while Boavista fens threw 
projectiles at the lorino goal- 
keeper. 


aEIC Aiiiens. Torino’s third- 
round opponents, were also 
punished. They received a 75, CQ0 
Swiss francs ($52,000) fine be- 
cause of a pitch invasion during 
their second-round home leg tie 
against Sparta!: Moscow on Nov. 
6 . 

The clubs have until midnight 
Monday to appeal against the 
sanctions. 

Welsh striker Dean Saunders 
received a three-match suspen- 
sion for violent conduct. 

Saunders was sent off in the 
50th minute cf Wales's Group 5 
European Championship qual- 
ifying tie against Germany on 
Oct. 16 for a bad tackle on 


midfielder Thomas DoD. Ger- 
many won the tie 4-1. 

UEFA also fined Spanish side 
Osasuna 50,000 francs ($32,500) 
after missiles thrown by their fens 
hit a linesman during the UEFA 
Gap tie against VFB Stuttgart of 
Germany Oct. 22. 

Bulgaria’s CSKA Sofia received a 
25,000-franc ($16.25.0) fine for 
the poor organisation of their 
UEFA Cup game against Ham- 
burg on Nov. 6. 

Roma were fined 10,000 francs 
($6,500). UEFA said the Italian 
dub’s supporters let off fireworks 
- during their European Cup Win- 
ners’ Cup tie against Finland's 
fives Tampere, also mi Nov. 6. 


S'i jsi*22H&e Unsafe St Germain 3-0 


Agassi 

reaches 

Frankfurt 

semifinals 


FRANKFURT (R) — American 
defending champion Andre 
Agassi clinched his place in the 
semifinals of the ATP Tour 
World Tennis Championships 
with a 7-5 6-3 victory over Wimb- 
ledon champion Michael Stkh 
Friday. 

Agassi took just 70 minutes to 
serve Stub his thud defeat of the 
round-robin group stage and 
move towards a clash with com- 
patriot Jim Courier Staturday, a 
repeat of this year's French Open 
final which Courier won. 

Fellow American Pete Sam- 
pras, who qualified for the last 
four despite losing 6-4 6-7 6-1 to 
Germany’s Boris Becker Friday, 
will meet unbeaten Ivan Lendl in 
the other semifinal. 

But the semifinal line-up was in 
doubt until the final group match 
between Agassi and Stkh, pro- 
viding a dramatic ending to the 
round-robin stage of the year- 
ending championships. 

Becker, the three-times Wimb- 
ledon champion, still had a 
chance of reaching the semifinals 
after an athletic and aggressive 
performance against Sampras 
which delighted his home Ger- 
in the Frankfort Are- 


PARIS (R) — St Etiear.e brought 
back memories of better times 
when they threshed title-chasing 
Paris St Germain 3-0 in the 
■French soccer .its! division. 

The dominant French club of' 
ihe 1970s aad European Cup 
finalists in 1976, St Etienne strag- 
gled against the Farisiaa dub’s 
touch defence until Czechoslovak 


midfielder Lubomir Moravdk 
broke the deadlock in the 38th 
minute. 

In the second half, Middle-of- 
the-table St Etienne laid siege to 
the visitors’ goal and scored 
through a Sylvain Kastendeoch 
penalty in the 51st minute and 
from Didier Tbolot one minute 
before the final whistle. 


man 

na. 

But he needed his compatriot 
Stich to beat to keep his hopes 
alive in the final match. 

The Wimbledon champion, 
who has failed to show his best 
form this week, was incapable of 
providing a victory. 

Agassi made a key break in the 
12th game to take the first set 7-5 
in 40 minutes. The French Open 
finalist broke a gain in the fourth 
game of the second set to take a 
1-1 lead and never looked back. 

Courier booked his semifinal 
place from the other group with a 
7-6 6-4 victory over Fren chman 
Guy Forget 

Lendl had gone through Friday 
as the group winner after winning 
all three of his matches. 

Agassi said be felt be was in a 
good position to defend his title 
but the field was wide open now 
that the event was entering the 
knock-out stage. 

“I played extremely well. If I 
play as well the rest of the 
weekend the otters will really 
have to. earn their money,” he 
said. 

“But when it is down to four 
players everyone has just a good 
a chance. When there are four 
people left anything can hap- 
pen.” 

The last time three Americans 
reached the semifinals of the 
year-ending championships, 
which used to be known as the 
Masters, was in 1982. 

“It is exciting for America," 
Agassi said. “It’s a big step for 
the U.S. now that three out of the 
four semifinalists are Amer- 


icans. 

Agassi said the tournament lost 
a great competitor with Becker’s 
elimination but also said the four 
players who played the best ten- 
nis during the week advanced. 




IN THE 5,'XTH CHAPTER OF 
THE BOOK OF AMOS iT SAYS 
"WOE TO THOSE WHO LIE 
UPON BEDS CF IVORY ' 





WOE TO THOSE WHO CAN'T 
eo BACK TO SLEEP AFTER 
SOMEBODY U1AKE5 THEM UP . 





Andy 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY NOVEMBER 17, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll FOghter Foundation 




GENERAL TENDENCIES: Yon 
may find out that otheis are too 
wrapped op in their own projec- 
tions to really seriously consider 
what you are trying to do for them. 
Find other ways to capture their 
attention first. 


evening to do what you in tb 
most and to get otbea to go akaj 
with your standpoints instead- 1 
merely serving their ideas. 




ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
You ate able to get many things 
done whether at your bonus, on the 
road, with your studies or where- 
ver you have any duties to per- 
form. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You are now able to bring your 
charm to the surface and to show 
all what a charmer you are and 
how you are to make everything 
tick in perfect harmony. 


GEBflNU (May 21 to June 21) 
Matters at yourown home require 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Reflect, meditate and concen- 
trate how you can live more in hue 
with the harmony of the Univeae-'. 
and quietly please those of wh om | 
you are fond oL 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Get out with your acquaint- 
ances and try to deepen the respect 

they have for you and to «n» hr 
them closer- friends and more a 
part of your personal ventures. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Look to those wfaq 
are highly placed or very proanih 
eat in their sphere at activity that 
also has to do with you mid y| 
right (emits. . . 




of draunstances through which to 
indicate your ability to use your 
inventive ability. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is that tune for you to 
show you are the ooe who does 
vsbtc joar asm/ contacts by giving 
them more support and listening 
closely to their ideas. 

LEO*. (July 22 to August 21) A day 
Co be sure you live what you 
believe by getting everything you 
organized and arranged so that 
every detail and item is in its right 
place. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Now you have a day and 


CAFUCQBH-. (December 22 to 
January 20) Look far the new 
persons and interests that are such 
your whole scheme of ensteace 
can reach a higher ntat^ n ^ 
thought and action. 

iSyj&EE £ a ®“ r y 21 toFehi^ 

ary u/j Ltstca to that otsSsia baact 
.that tells you what tq do to make 
better affies of those who Eke 
everything to be very nwjriwifa p 
and preose in fact. 

WSCTS: (February 20 to Match 
20) You are able to have consider: J , 
able conversation now with your t I 
partner which can be productive of 
excellent result so talk our 
now. 


<ji» ! 


THE BETTER HALF. 


CHEW THEM. 
THEy*LL SCRAMBLE 
IN vlXIR AlOUTH/ 



) THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
ig by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


■_l] fcFtlK 




,'as\is' 


Unscramble thesa four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


1 FELKA 


!■■■ 

mm 



U 

AMMIX 


-LJZ 

□J 



[jib&r 


TfVI 

MAY 


■■ 


y-s 

i-A. y 


HARANG 



■ 

m 


Ha won by a tr e- _ 
nwndous margin and 
look at Mm now 


JN POLITICS TH/S 
15 WHERE THE 
“PATH5 OF GLORY" 
MIGHT LEAP. 


Now arrange the dieted tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as buq- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


—— 1 °rm* CTTTT3 * t 


Yesterday's 


! Jumbles: PUTTY HAVOC 


(Answers tomorrow) 
UNSAID SOOTHE 


| Answer They paid a lot to kx* up their (amfly tree, and 
then paid more to have it — HUSHED UP 


THE Daily Crossword by 


AI Becker 


ACROSS 
1 OoWgh 
6 Actress Loretta 
10 Darner 

14 H ST birthplace 

15 London gaBary 

16 — even keel 
17ADoofittia 

18 Troubled 

19 Herarfltary unit 

20 Re&glous books 

22 Indian 

23 HI region 

24 Jubilant 

28 Like forests 
30 Seagirt land 

32 F)onl site 

33 Oner 

35 Paper money 
39 Masonry 


a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

p 

a 

■ 

■ 

B 

a 

■ 

■ 

e 

« 

■ 

■ 
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41 Certain ray 

43 AMJUer work 
e.g. 

44 BPOE word 

46 In spin of 

47 of do or 
die" 

4fl Thoroughfare 
51 Trash 
54 Cara paw 
56 Others: LaL 
57TWtn-huted 
boats 

63 Hotel name 

64 Uriah — 

65 "Now l am me 
Ruler of the 
Queen's — I" 

66 Big blow 

67 Strays 

68 Round map 
68 Poems 

70 Unit of force 

71 Madrid man 



4 **■ S* 





DOWN 

1 Author Waugh 

2 Tra — 

3 Leave out 

4 Disconcert 

5 RaMread or 
anktitf end 

6 Besmirch 

7 Toast to one's 
health 

8 ArtiSe 


9 Nap raiser 

10 Pound VIP 

11 Motionless 

12 Sari wearer 

13 locked in a way 
21 According to — 

25 — we forget 

26 Upon my —4 

27 Glacial ridges 

28 Russ, saint 

29 Lays down 
prindpta 

31 — In {swtrvfle) 
34 Takes 
advantage of 

36 Gad about 

37 — fixe 

38 Caged 
40 Sp&e 
42 Ind. state 

45 Sunday desk 

48 Curved 

50 Nasal sounds 

51 Key — , FL * 

52 Homeric work 

53 Name 


Tentnfe/t Puaie S n hra d : 


mnraGnn nnn nnnn 
gnnnnn nnn nnnn 
nnnnren nsinnnnnn 
nrann nnnnnn nnn 
-nnnn ninnnnn 
^^^ n5rinnr;n nnrr 
nnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnuFi.Tinnnn 
prjnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnrnn nnnnnn 
^nnnnrnn nnnnn 
nnnn 
nnn::;nn 
nnnnnn 
nnnn onre nnnnnn 


58 Lofty i>«t 61 Palestine 

mount 

60 Banfs river B2 VatSdnator 



























e ^WASHINGTON (AP) — Con- 
% whs rushed a $5.3 billion jobless 
benefits extension to President 
jjw r - »®b and he immediately 

% . fefebed the measure which had 
kejrthmi at oddswrth lawmakers 
^,i for four: months. 

11 lL ■- i- Final -approval came on a vote 
( P^ 660,-2 after the Senate agreed to 
-pigp the. -.benefits even more 
% gencrcms as early as next week, 
% coding a blockade that had de- 
1 - Eyed action on the bill. 

{ ^ i ’ TbeactkMi shonld get checks to 
WTsome casualties of the recession 


ush allows expanding benefits for jobless 

N (AP) Con- hv — 0 ^ . 


by Thanksgiving. The House had 
the bill on Thursday. 

The agreement means that 2.8 
million Americans could ulti- 
mately get up to 20 extra weeks of 
unemployment benefits once 
their standard 26 weeks of cover- 
age has run out. 

It also ends a four-month stale- 
mate between Mr. Bush and law- 
makers that saw the president kill 
two earlier versions of the legisla- 
tion. 

. approving the measure, 
the Senate adopted a second bill 
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Cairo Amman Bank 
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Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 



•Ssrapea® Currmy Unit 


1.7765 

• 1.7850 

1.6299 

1.6190 

1.4465 

7.4355 

5.5720 

5.5345 

729.63 

129.35 



Japanese Ven 


Euopcsa Currency Unit 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

JFUjuTF 

4.87 

5.00 

5.00 

5.70 

70.43 

70.43 

70.37 

10.25 

2.93 

9.25 

9.31 

9.25 

7.5 6 

7.87 

7.81 

7.75 

5.37 

9.31 

9.25 

9.25 

mmm 

6.18 

5.93 

5.65 

9.62 

I 9.S7 

9.56 

956 


■ wwri h g Hi Dotes MMMMor eqrinkH. 

D mtmz 15/11/1997 


USD/Ox JD/Gm 



‘Cypriot Pbund 


73/17/1991. dose 



on a voice vote that would make 
the benefit package approved 
moments earlier even better for 
many states. 

Under the new agreement, all 
states would qualify for either 13 
or 20 weeks of extra benefits. The 
old legislation would have pro- 
vided just six weeks of benefits 
for 23 s tat es phis the Virgin Is- 
lands. 

Also under the new agreement, 
workers in all states would qualify 
for the extra benefits if they had 
used up their regular 26 weeks of 
coverage since March 1. Under 
the old legislation, workers in 18 
states would get benefits only if 
they used up their regular cover- 
age after Nov. 17. 

The more generous benefits, 
when enacted, would supersede 
the ones in the BII the Senate 
sent Mr. Bush. 


The expanded benefits in the 
second measure would be paid 
for by shortening the programme 
so it would expire next June 13. 
Under the bill sent to Mr. Bush 
Friday, the benefits would not 
have expired until July 4. 

Mr. Bush had called on the 
lawmakers to rush him the leg- 
islation Friday. 

“People are hurting out there,’’ 
Mr. Bush said in a telephone 
hookup with Fortune 500 execu- 
tives. 

But Democrats were unwilling 
to let Mr. Bush off the hook for 
his longtime opposition to the 
measure. 

“This economy is sinking into 
deeper and deeper trouble for 
two reasons — Ronald Reagan’s 
economics and George Bush’s 
neglect.’’ said Edward Kennedy. 


This week’s bipartisan effort to 
send the measure to the White 
House masked what was an in- 
tensely partisan fight that had 
raged since July. 

Originally a democratic initia- 
tive, Mr. Bush argued at first that 
the legislation was not needed 
because the economy was re- 
bounding. 

But since be first blocked the 
bill in August, the president has 
been faced with polls showing 
swelling discontent with his hand- 
ling of the economy, and recent 
government data suggest that the 
U.S. economy may be toppling 
back into a recession. 

The Labour Department said 
Friday that 1.1 million people 
would be eligible for the new 
benefits immediately. Another 
7.7 million people were expected 
to qualify by July. 


Russia takes lead in reforms, 
moves to control resources 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin has 
taken the lead in introducing - 
sweeping economic reforms and 
is challenging Soviet authority 
over his republic’s vast resources 
of oil, gold and diamonds. 

A batch of presidential decrees 
outlined Friday will liberalise 
foreign trade, introduce banking 
reforms, stimulate free enter- 
prise, lift restrictions on salary 
increases and introduce a mini- 
mum wage. 

The measures were accompa- 
nied by decisions to suspend 
Soviet ml export licences and 
take control over gold and di- 
amond reserves, which are vir- 
tually all on Russian territory. 

The decrees have not been 
published, but Mr. Yeltsin and 
his chief economic adviser Yegor 
Gaidar gave some details to the 
Russian parliament and ex- 
plained why the giant republic 
was taking over the Soviet Un- 
ion’s main economic levers. 

Mr. Yeltsin said Russia, the 
biggest and richest republic, must 
grasp the nettle of reform and 
take responsibility for various 
measures, including servicing of 
the Soviet foreign debt. 

“We, you and I linked 
together, are moving along a 
narrow path on the brink of an 
abyss. One leg is loose already. 
And we must pass this path as 
soon as possible with the help of 
radical reforms-,”- her said. 

• Mr. Gaidar, deputy " Russian 
prime minister, said concrete me- 
asures were required to secure 
the economic sovereignty of Rus- 
sia, which accounts for more than 


90 per cent of Soviet oil produc- 
tion and about 70 per cent of gold 
production. 

"We took a decision to suspend 
all licences for exporting oil and 
oil products,” be told parliament. 
International oil markets rose on 
the news and traders scrambled 
for details on how shipments 
from the world’s biggest producer 
would be hit. 

But Mr. Gaidar said only that 
the Soviet licences, for the export 
of 150 million tonnes of oil — or 
more than a third of Russian 
production — would be reviewed 
to assess the impact on dwindling 
domestic supplies. 

“If we do not stop this process 
immediately , we will have no fuel 
in winter, the economy will come 
to a standstill,” he said. 

“There is a colossal number of 
infringements in this sphere. An 
endless number of licences has 
been issued without quotas. The 
evidence has been handed over to 
the ministry of internal affairs,” 
he said. 

Mr. Gaidar also said Russia 
needed to take control of Soviet 
resources of precious metals to 
boost its purchasing power. 

“Now we have got this freedom 
of manoeuvre, it does not mean 
we will use it widely,” be said. ' 
The two other main Soviet 
republican gold producers, Uzbe- 
kistan and Kazakhstan, have 
already declared control over 
their own production and plan to 
build their own reserves. 

'Russia said it was taking, over 
Gokhran, the storage facility 
holding the country’s gold re- 
serves. 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Arab-American Anti-Discrimination Committee is 
seeking volunteers to conduct research in various aspects 
of the Arab-lsraeii conflict. Proficiency in English language 
[s a must. The work is hard and the pay is low. _ 

If Interested please call our office at 693263 


BRAND NEW, INDEPENDENT VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Located at AJ FERDOUS (PARADISE CITY) Amman, 6 
minutes away from Hussein Medical City. 

Contains 2 spacious salons, 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms 
and a fully equipped kitchen. The villa has an uninterrupted 
panoramic view, and its garden has a hand-carved 
marble fountain. 

No Mediators — Call the owner at 668410 or 644201. 

A GROUND FLOOR FLAT, 

An L-shaped salon, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and a 
kitchen. This flat is an independent part of a villa where 
only 4 people live. 

Only a couple without children or single people will be 
considered. 

Quiet area. Near AJ Bustan Restaurant on the University 
Road - Call owner at 668410 or 644201 


Other republics have laid Haim 
to a share of these reserves, 
totalling 240 tonnes, but it was 
not dear if or how Russia prop- 
osed dividing them. 

The question of sharing re- 
sources has been linked to the 
division of obligations to repay 
the Soviet Union’s foreign debt of 
$68 billion, which Russia indi- 
cated it would assume by itself. 

Mr. Gaidar said the Ukraine 
refused to accept the principle of 
joint responsibility for foreign 
debt servicing. 

“We (Russia) respect debt 
obligations of the Soviet Union 
and are ready to bear responsibil- 
ity for them,” Mr. Gaidar said. 

But he added that the republic 
would not be responsible for fu- 
ture debt assumed without its 
approval. 

Mr. Yeltsin also ordered a cutoff of 
his republic’s funding for 
about 80 ministries and agencies 
in the central government starting 
Dec. 1, two weeks later than 
previously announced. 

AD the moves, expected for 
weeks, will force many central 
ministries to dose and others to 
slash their s taffc and budgets by 
year’s end. Their functions will be 
assumed by Russia and the other 
republics under the new union 
treaty tentatively readied Thurs- 
day by Michael Gorbachev, Mr. 
Yeltsin and six other republic 
leaders. 

Among the first to feel the 
squeeze Friday were the once- 
powerfol ministries of foreign 
affairs and foreign trade. They 
will be merged and half their 
employees fired. Foreign Minis- 
ter Boris Pankin told the state 
news agency TASS. 

The staffs of Soviet missions 
abroad win be cut “rather sub- 
stantially” and trade missions trill 
be eliminated, Mr. Pankin said. 

Together, the trade and foreign 
ministries currently employ about 
4,000 people. The 80 ministries 
and agencies whose necks are on 
the chopping block have a total of 
about 37,000 employees, accord- 
ing to Ivan Silayev, chairman of a 
new inter-republic economic 
committee. 

Meanwhile, a Soviet par- 
liamentary deputy says the state 
bank has run out of gold and is 
bankrupt. 



et 


dramatic 

fall 

NEW YORK (R) — U.S blue 
chip stocks plummeted 120 points 
Friday in Wall Street’s worst one- 
day loss in two years, and analysts 

said more bruising sessions may 
lie ahead. 

Computer-driven sell program- 
mes, which automatically tell 
brokers when to sell, swamped 
the market late in the day after 
pessimism about the economy 
scared buyers out of the market. 

“We are going to have an ugly 
session from the opening bell 
Monday. This Sod of dose on 
Friday is apt to spook a lot of 
people,” said John Cordon, an 
analyst at brokerage firm Roth- 
schild Inc. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver-, 
age dosed at 2,943.20, down 
120.31 points or 3.9 per cent. 

Declining issues outpaced adv- 
.ances 1,481 to 302, with volume 
active at 236 million shares on the 
New York Stock Exchange. The 
average share was off $1.20. 

It was the largest drop since 
Oct. 13, 1989, when the Dow fell 
190.58 points. The biggest fall in 

n vas the 508-pomt crash oh 
, 1987. 

Analysts predicted that brokers 
would sell off more stock next 
week, with several saying that die 
Dow could eventually slip to 
2,800. Wall Street’s peformance 
Friday was also expected to dis- 
rupt trading in Tokyo, London 
and other big financial centres. 

Over-the counter (OTC) stocks 
saw their fourth-biggest decline 
ever, with the high-flying biotech- 
nology sector taking a profit- 
taking blow that rattled investors. 

"They’ve been poshing the top 
end of the envelope of the OTC 
(stock) market for months,” said 
Robert Caputo of Swiss Bank 
Corp investment banking. 

"What we had was a spillover 
from tiie biotechnology market 
into very heavy profit-taking,” he 
said. 

The market was also spooked 
by the possible damage to bank 
earnings from a proposal in the 
U.S. Congress to Hmit interest 
rates charged on credit cards. 

Rant and insurance stocks fell 
across the board, extending losses 
made after the Senate voted 
Wednesday to cap interest rates 
charged by credit card com- 
panies. 

“Perhaps they will have to be 
even stricter in terms of credit 
card issuance and (therefore) 
there would be even Ins consum- 
er spending.” said a trader. 

Panicky investors seeking safe- 
ty from the stock sell-off fled to 
U.S. treasury bills, pushing rates 
to their lowest leveb in 15 years. 

"There’s been < very heavy 
buying,” said William Sullivan, 
senior vice president at Dean 
Witter Reynolds Inc. “The fligbt- 
to-quality is being prompted by 
this drop in equities.” 

The NASDAQ over-the- 
counter index, which hit three 
dosing highs last week, slid 4.24 
per cent or 23.55 points to dose 
at 531.29. 


CAR FOR SALE 

TOYOTA Corolla 1.6, model 1990, duty unpaid. 

Call: 642169 or 642183 
between 8:30 am. — 1:30 p.m. Mrs. Farida 


☆ Private duty nurse and babysitter available for part-time 
and full-time job. 

* Painter and tiles setter 

☆ Video making for parties, birthdays, weddings available at 
a reasonable price. 

Call tel. No. 615796 
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Soviet ills press 
IMF to monitor 
other states less 


WASHINGTON (R) — The In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) is planning to cut back 
sharply on its economic monitor- 
ing of about 50 of its member 
nations to devote more staff time * 
and resources to helping the 
Soviet Union, international 
monetary sources said Friday. 

The plan, which shocked some 
members of the IMF’s board 
when' it was presented to them 
last week, seemed to confirm - 
fears of some small nations that 
their concerns might be oversha- 
dowed by the international drive 
to help Moscow. 

“In die short term, there is no other 
choice,” said one monetary 
source, who declined to be ' ide- 
ntified.” But that doesn’t mean 
anyone is happy about doing it.” 

The sources said that smaller 
industrial nations and developing 
countries whose economies are 
performing well will be the ones 
who will suffer from the dinmn- 
shed surveillance. 

They said the move is neces- 
sary because the food does not 
have enough experienced staff to 
help the Soviet Union make the 
transition from communism to 
capitalism without cutting back 
on some of its other tasks. 

It takes time to hire new econo- 
mic experts and besides, the fond 
does not have authorisation from 
the member countries that pay its 
bills for a big increase in its staff. 


The IMF traditionally likes to 
carry out animal economic re- 
views — so-called article four 
consultations — of all its 155 
member nations. These reviews 
involve intensive discussions be- 
tween the fund and the individual 
countries about the best econo- 
mic policies to pursue. 

Under the plan . it will carry out 
annual economic reviews of ab- 
out two-thirds of its members — 
major industrial nations and de- 
veloping countries whose econo- 
mies are not performing well and 
which are borrowing or about to 
borrow money from the fund in 
support of economic reforms. 

Tire other countries will be 
placed into two groups. One 
g^roup, primarily smaller indust- 
rial nations, wDl have their per- 
formance reviewed every two 
yean by the IMF board. 

Countries in the other group! 
will also have their performance , 
reviewed every two years, 
although board members will 
have the option of asking for an 
animal review if they believe one 
is necessary. 

Monetary sources said the 
board plans to review the plan 
again next year and many hope it 
anil prove temporary. 

“If it goes on much longer that, 
it will begin to affect the fund’s 
ability to manage the world eco- 
nomy,” one source said. 


Saudi Arabia 
to launch treasury 
bills tomorrow 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
Saudi Arabia will offer treasury 
bills to the Kingdom’s commer- 
cial banks for the first time Mon- 
day, the Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Agency (SAMA) said. 

SAMA notified banks that 
weekly issues of 2.7 bfllion riyab 
($720 million) worth of one, three 
and six-month bankers security 
deposit accounts (BSDAs) would; 
cease from Saturday to make way 
for the bills. 

“Banks are also advised ... that 
the first offering of the new'treas- 
my tails comprising the four, 13 
and 26 week maturities will be 
made by SAMA on behalf of the 
ministry of finance and national 
economy on Monday Nov. 18, 
1991,” said a copy of the telex 
message, obtained by Reuters 
Saturday. 

The telex said 52-week bills 
would be offered mi Tuesday. 
There were no details on pricing. 


* SAMA said more instructions 
would be issued later. 

Bankers say the bills, initially 
scheduled for a Nov. 1 launch, 
will help the Saudi government 
tap domestic liquidity and smooth 
out short-term cash flow prob- 
lems caused by the Gulf crisis. 

Unlike the BSDAs, . proceeds 
from the sale of the bills will go 
directly to the Saudi government, 
helping finance a 1992 budget 
deficit which economists estimate 
at $16 billion. 

The wiD also be a fully negoti- 
able instrument which can be 
resold to government agencies, 
corporate and private investors. 

SAMA is expected to set tire 
yield on the bills rather than 
offering them through an open 
auction system but bankers say 
this should still be attractive be- 
cause it will be comparable to the 
return on the BSDAs. 


BIRTHDAY WISHES 

To His Majesty King Hussein 

Belated birthday wishes Bom baby Alex Kenneth 
Miano whe was also bom Nov. 14, 1991 at the Italian 
Hospital, Amman Jordan. 


-COMPUTER SYSTEM FOR SALE- 

Compaq DP386, 60386, with 13MB RAM, 80387 Math Coprocessor. 2 
Hard Disks.- 100MB and 40MB, 2 Floppy Drives: 1.2MB and 1.44MB, 
Super VGA 20 inch NEC Multisync 5D monitor. NEC Super VGA 
Graphics Engine Board, Microsoft Mouse Hayes V9600 internal modem, 
also including, the following original complete software packages: Word 
perfect 5.1. Lotus 1£3 V3. 1. Lotus Freelance. Dbase IV Developers 
Version-Harvard Graphics, Ask Sam, Fastback, Microsoft Windows, 
Xerox Ventura Desktop Publishing, Xerox Formbase, COMPAQ DOS V3. 
31. COMPAQ DOS V4. Asking price JD 5000 negotiable. 

For Information please call 694031 


FOR SALE AT VERY TEMPTING PRICES 

Cages for mother rabbits and pens for egg layers — the whole 
cage sells for JD 10 while a pen sells for JD 4. 

Call tel: 638445 or visit site at the French Rabbits Farm, 
opposite the Radio Transmission Station. 





Tel: 677420 


Van Damme — In 

DOUBLE IMPACT 


Shows: 3:30. 6:15. &30, Kh30 


Nabil A1 Mashini Theatre 


1. 'SOMERSAULT TIME* PLAY 

Starring 'Abu Awwad Family’ 
la After the great success it achieved 
continues its shows daily 
at 8:30 p.m. 

- Please buy your tickets In advance 


/ 


Cinema 


Tel: 634144\^ 


PRETTY WOMAN 


Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 1O-J0 p.m. 


Cinema 

. Tel: 625 






RED SEA FOR FRESH FISH 


Gardens Street tel: 699051 

We have just received a shipment of several types of 
the best fresh fish in addition to Sol fish, fillet, 
shrimps and lobster. 

Ahlan Wa Sahlan (you are most welcome) 


SECRETARY REQUIRED 

A multinational company is looking for an execu- 
tive secretary with the following qualifications for 
its office in Amman: 

☆ Ability to run the office in the absence of the 
managers. 

☆ Has an excellent command of the English 
language. 

☆ Can use a P.C. 

If interested, send your C.V. to: 

P.O. Box 708 
Amman, Jordan 

AH applications win be treated confidentially. 



Minolta 350z, in excellent condition. Drum, 
cleaning blade and roll has been changed 
recently by the agent Tesco. Services contract 
valid till July, 92. 

Please call 829014 


NEW CAR FOR SALE 

Duty-unpaid luxurious Ford Thunderbird, 1990, only 3000 
miles, black colour, fully loaded with all extras, U.S. 
specifications. 

Asking price U.S. $15,000 

For Information, please call 694031 


TO LET 

Two-bedroom apartment with telephone, garden, 
carport and independent heating. Located between 
4th, and 5th Circles. 

For further Information call 678378. 
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Fighting rages across 
ceasefire deadline 


BELGRADE (R) — The Yugos- 
lav army and Croatian forces 
fought artillery and mortar bat- 
tles across rebel Croatia Saturday 
just hoars before a new ceasefire 
— 13th truce in the Balkan state's 
conflict. 

The Serb-led army made spor- 
adic artillery attacks on the out- 
skirts of Dubrovnik, fighting 
raged in the besieged town of 
Vukovar and Croatian radio said 
federal jets launched air strikes 
on at least five towns and villages. 

The army and Croatian offi- 
cials conferred in the Croatian 
capital, Zagreb, to discuss lifting 
a blockade of federal army bases 
in the' breakaway republic and 
getting humanitarian aid to the 
Vukovar and other besieged 
towns. 

But the fighting dimmed pros- 
pects that the 13th ceasefire in 
four and a half months would end 
a conflict that has killed 
thousands of people since Croatia 
declared independence from 
Yugoslavia. It was due to take 
effect at 6 p.m'. (1700 GMT). 


“There is a possibility the ceas- 
efire might stick, but the omens 
are not very good,” European 
Community (EC) peace epvoy 
Lord Carrington told British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
television after returning from a 
trip to Yugoslavia. 

Lord Carrington won agree- 
ment from leaders of Serbia, 
Croatia and the army this week 
for the U.N. to send in 
peacekeeping forces although dif- 
ferences remain over where to 
deploy them. 

United Nations Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
said special envoy Cyrus Vance 
would start a mission to discuss 
the deployment of peacekeeping 
forces, and diplomats in Belgrade 
said he was expected to arrive 
Sunday. 

Mr. Vance, a former U.S. 
secretary of state, will explore 
deployment of the force in a 
week-long visit and will be 
accompanied by M arrack Gould- 
ing, the British bead of 


peacekeeping operations at the 
United Nations. 

The U.N. says peacekeepers 
can be deployed only if fighting 
ends first. 

“As you can see. there are 
many ifc.” Mr. Perez De Cuellar 
said after the Security Council 
met in New York to be briefed on 
Yugoslavia. 

Battles were fiercest Saturday 
in eastern Croatia, particularly in 
the Danube town of Vukovar. 

Croatia says about 14,000 peo- 
ple are holding out there against a 
12-week siege by the army and 
Serbian volunteers. 

The Belgrade-based Yugoslav 
News Agency, Tanjng, said 
federal troops took key positions 
in the heart of the tows Friday. 

Croatian radio said, federal 
fighter jets fired rockets at four 
villages near Zupanja close to 
Croatia's border with the Repub- 
lic of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

The eastern town of Ostjek and 
surrounding villages were under 
artillery attack, as were, areas 
around Nova Gradiska in the 


centre of the breakaway republic. 

A ferry carrying 3,000 evacuees 
from Dubrovnik, including EC 
monitors, docked in the Adriatic 
port of Pula after a tortuous 
36-hour voyage. 

The ferry was crammed with 
women, children, the elderly, 
skk and wounded escaping a 
47-day-oki siege of the dty. 

In Belgrade, Yugoslav Prime 
Minister Ante Markovic was 
fighting for his position after the 
rump state presidency, compris- 
ing Serbia and its allies, said it 
would oust him and Foreign 
Minister Budimix Loncar, both 
Croats. 


Serbia has criticised Mr. Mar- 
kovic ’s handling of the fighting 
and the prime minister, a 66-year- 
old former businessman, has seen 
power slip, from federal author- 
ities to the republics. 

But he is not certain to <]uit 
because the EC and the United 
States do not recognise the rump 
presidency boycotted by Croatia 
and three other republics. 


ihanouk urges Cambodians 


to deal with Khmer Rouge 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Cambo- 
dians must put aside feelings of 
revenge over the bloody Khmer 
Rouge past if they are to have 
peace in the future. Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk said in ins first 
address to his people after return- 
ing from a long exile. 


“Even if we feel bad in our 
hearts we have to forget the 
past,” the former king told tens 
of thousands gathered in front of 
his royal palace on the Mekong. 


Prince Sihanouk said he did not 
like the Khmer Rouge, who will 
share in decision-making on the 
Supreme National Council, which 
represents Cambodian sovereign- 
ty under peace accords signed in 
Paris on Oct. 23. 


“How can I like them?” said 
the 69-year-old prince, who re- 
turned from 13 years in exile 
Thursday. “The Khmer Rouge 
killed my relatives. They killed 
five of my children and 14 of my 
grandchildren." 

The prince was allied with the 
Khmer Rouge in the group's fight 
against the Lon Nol government 
in the 1970s. Lon Nol had de- 
posed then-premier Sihanouk in a 
1970 U.S.-engmeeied coup. 

Prince Sihanouk later became 
head of state when the Khmer 
Rouge occupied Phnom Penh, 
but quickly ran afoul of the 
Maoists and was placed under 
house arrest. 

After the Vietnamese invaded 
in 1978 to put an end to the 


Khmer Rouge “killing fields” 
years, which cost a million 
Cambodians their lives, Prince 
Sihanouk once again allied him- 
self with the far-left organisation. 

Prince Sihanouk has defended 
his links to the Khmer Rouge, 
ter ming them killers but patriots 
who fought against the imperial- 
ism of Vietnam. 

“Bad feelings remain in our 
hearts,” he told the enthusiastic 
crowd Saturday, most of whom 
had lost relatives to the Khmer 
Rouge,” and there is ao cure for 
that. 

“But we have to reconstruct 
and if the Khmer Rouge remain 
rebels and bandits and if we do 
not... have clemency then we 
cannot have peace.” 


Blast kills 2 IRA suspects 
Esear U.K. military band 


ST ALBANS, England (R) — 
Two suspected IRA bombers 
apparently killed themselves in a 
bungled blast aimed at a British 
nrilifeiy band in the market town 
of St Albans. 

A bomb explosion late Friday 
ripped through an empty bank 
buSding near a concert hall where 
the band was performing. 

Police blamed the outlawed 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
and said the two victims may have 
blown themselves up in an attack 
that went wrong. 

The blast rocked St Albans 
Civic Centre, in the heart of the 
south England market town, 
where more than 300 people were 
attending a charity concert by the 
Blues and Royals Regiment, an 
army band targeted by the IRA in 
the past. 

The head of Scotland Yard's 
anti-terrorist branch, George 
ChurcbiU-ColeniaD, said all in- 
dications pointed to the IRA, 
which is battling to oust Britain 
from Northern Ireland. 

Police discovered two bodies, 
believed to be a man and a 


woman, who took the brunt of 
the explosion. Bits of body were 
found up to 100 metres away, 
making identification difficult. 

Cnurchiil-Coleman said it was 
possible the guerrillas might have 
scored an “own goal” when the 
device went off as they were 
moving it closer to the concert 
hall. He did not rule out the 
possibility the two might have 
been innocent bystanders. 

“It is very likely that the two 
people who were deceased were 
handling, tampering or in some 
ways looking at the device when 
it exploded/’ locai police chief 
David Cansdals told a news con- 
ference. 

Britain Saturday put almost 
2,000 extra troops onto the 
srieets c? Northern Ireland in a 
bid to stem a wave of sectarian 
bloodshed. 

Seven people have died this 
week in a vicious “tit-for-tat” war 
between Protestant loyalists and 
Catholic Republican gunmen. 

The ERA has in the past re- 
sorted to attacks oc the British 
mainland for propaganda value. 


Salvador 
peace 
may be 
in doubt 


MEXICO CITY (R) — As the 
hours ticked away towards the 
start of a unilateral rebel truce in 
El Salvador, guerrilla comman- 
ders spoke Friday of handing 
over the country’s destiny to “the 
people." 

But many Salvadoreans, har- 
dened by 12 years of bloodshed in 
one of Latin America’s bloodiest 
conflicts, remain to be convinced 
that peace is around the comer. 

“The Salvadorean people will 
put behind them mors and more 
their scepticism and start seeking 
to work too so that peace :s 


possible by Dec. 15,” Roberto 


Kenyan police disperse 
crowds at banned rally site 


NAIROBI (R) — Riot police 
used tear gas and batons Saturday 
to disperse crowds milling around 
the site of a banned pro- 
democracy rally in the Kenyan 
capital Nairobi. 

Five opposition leaders tried to 
reach the Kamukunji sports 
ground to address the meeting 
but were arrested near the site 
before speaking, police said. 

The government of President 
Dame! Arap Moi had banned the 
rally in advance, describing the 
organisers as anarchists. 

Hundreds of young men wav- 
ing tree branches — a sign of 
peace in Kenya — and shouting 
slogans against the government 
mill ed around the narrow streets 
near Kamukunji throughout the 
morning. 

They taunted security forces 
whenever they saw them. Secur- 
ity forces responded with tear qas 
and batons. 

“We want democracy," 
shouted one young man, running 
to escape as a group of riot police 
advanced slowly along the street. 

Helicopters carded overhead 
and the area around Kamukunji, 
a poor residential area in the 
east of the dty, was tense. 

A group of U.S. and German 
diplomats tried to go to the site to 
observe the meeting, but were 
tamed away by police. 

Several foreign and local jour- 
nalists were briefly detained as 


they tried to approach the Karou- 
kunji area. 

“The situation is completely 
under control,’' said Police Com- 
missioner Philip Kikrazo. 

The banned rally, the latest 
attempt by government critics to 
push Mr. Arap Moi into political 
reform in the one-part East Afri- 
can state, was organised by an 
outlawed opposition group, the 
Forum for the Restoration of 
Democracy (FORD). 

Opposition spokesmen had 
urged supporters to turn up de- 
spite stern warnings from die 
government and the arrest of at 
least seven opposition leaders in a 
pie-rally crackdown early Friday. 

The United States, Germany. 
Sweden and Britain have all pro- 
tested against the arrests by Mr. 
Arap Moi, who has been in office 
since 1978 and who says the 
former British colony is not ready 
for multi-party politics. 

The opposition leaders 
arrested Saturday were Law Soci- 
ety of Kenya Chairman Paul 
Mnite, FORD member and for- 
mer parliamentarian Martin Shi- 
kuku, FORD members Masinde 
Muliro and Philip Gacboka, and 
lawyer James Orengo. 

Police, describing those 
arrested as anarchists, said they 
were detained as they 
approached Kamukunji in a con- 
voy of cars. 


Can as. a rebel spokesman at Un- 
ited Nations-sponsored peace 
j talks irj Mexico Gty, told repor- 
ters. 

“The peace process is not just 
fee government’s and ours," a 
rebel field commarder flown to 
the talks from the battlefield said 
in a separate interview.” It is the 
people’s.” 

Mr. Can as said that on Friday 
rebel units began manoeuvring so 
as to be in a position to observe 
the trace on a defensive footing 
from midnight (0600 GMT Satur- 
day). 

But anrid uncertainty about ex- 
actly how the U.S.-backed gov- 
ernment of President Alfredo 
Cristiani would respond to the 
guerrilla truce, journalists saw 
hundreds of government troops 
Friday afternoon marching on the 
traditional guerrilla stronghold of 
Guazapa Volcano, just 30 
kilometres north or San Salvador. 

Armed forces spokesman Col- 
onel Baltazar Lopez meanwhile 
told Renters: “We cannot believe 
in guerrilla traces because they 
have not honoured them before 
and they use them as a tactical 
instrument.” 

The unilateral ceasefire, in 
which the Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front 
(FMLN) said it would suspend 
offensive actions, urban attacks 
and economic sabotage, was 
hailed by the United Nations and 
fee United States as a positive 
step towards ending fee war, 
which has claimed some 75.000 
lives. 

But Salvadoreans interviewed 
a* random, in San Salvador re- 
mained at best sceptical, confirm- 
ing an opinion poll published just 
before the current round of talks 
in which 90 per cent of those 
asked said they did not believe an 
immediate peace would flow 
from the 19-month-old negotia- 
tions. 


Liberians 
pour into 
capital as 
peace force 
deploys 


MONROVIA, Liberia (AP) — 
Thousands of Liberians poured 
into the capital from the country- 
side Saturday as a West African 
peacekeeping force began taking 
control of territory held by rebel 
leader Charles Taylor. 

Dozens of trucks carrying sol- 
diers from seven West African 
nations left Monrovia Friday. 
They drove past Liberians, com- 
ing from areas held by Mr. 
Taylor, banners saying “fee fight- 
ing is ended,” “war is over” and 
“give peace a chance.” 

Under an agreement signed by 
all factions in fee 20-months civil 
war. all Liberian fighters are to 
be disarmed within two months. 
More than 13,000 people are 
believed to have died in the war, 
and hundreds of thousands fled to 
neighbouring countries. 

Maj.-Gen. Ishaya Bakut, the 
peacekeeper’s Nigerian comman- 
der, told a news conference Fri- 
day the disarmament and en- 
campment of warring factions “is 
a reconriliatory exercise feat 
must be characterised by total 
commitment of all Liberians to 
rid their beloved country of all 
types of arms and ammunition.” 

Senegalese Foreign Minister 
Djibo Xa told reporters the 
troops hoped things would go 
peacefully bet had orders to use 
force if needed. 

Senegalese troops were among 
the first of the heavily armed 
soldiers to leave the capital. 


West African troops from 
seven countries ended the battle 
for Monrovia with devastating 
bombings raids a year ago. 

Their convoys headed north- 
west to the Sierra Leone border, 
east toward the country’s main 
Robertsfield International Air- 
port and northeast toward 
Gbamga, the central town that 
Taylor has made h is capital. 


Britain 


'®p MP s&rges Jakarta to 


review 


Timor 


toward 

European 

union 


LONDON (AP) — Britain 
appears closer to signing momen- 
tous treaties on European politic- 
al and economic union next 
month after grudgingly making its 
first significant concessions. 

But for fee 12-nation European 
Community’s most recalcitrant 
member, the issue of greater 
European Union remains 
embroiled in furious debate. 

Prime Minister John Major is 
manoeuvring between fcis divided 
Conservative Party at borne and 
his continental allies who want :o 
extend European powers over 1 
issues ranging from foreign policy j 
to working hours. 

“No one should assume that, i 
simply for the sake of agreement, J 
we could accept some of the j 
propositions now before us. We j 


could sot,” Mr. Major said last 
Tuesday, rejecting the latest draft 
treaty on political union by the 
Community’s Dutch presidency. 

Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd accused the community cf 
trying to involve itself “ir, the 
nooks and crannies o? evervdav 
life." 

The draft is the focus of m j 
accelerated round of negotiations \ 
among Community officials be- i 
fore a crucial summit in the j 
Dutch town of Maastricht on i 
Dec. 9-10. j 

At Maastricht, the leaders are j 
supposed to sign the new treaties, , 
which officials have been negc- j 
dating for fee past year. j 

Despite Mr. Major’s warnings j 
that huge problems remain and j 
his fundamental objection tc fee j 
word “federal” in the draft trea- I 
ty, the British leader bar. rigralcd I 
conditional acceptance of r ■ 

Europear, currency. ~ | 

In another move in the Saa! j 
weeks of intense bargaining. Mr. ) 
Hurd conceded for fee first time j 
last week the principle of extend- J 
ing the powers of the 512- j 
member European Parliament, j 
But the British concession was ’ 
limited to giving the parliament j 
based in Strasbourg', Frar.ce. I 
powers over laws needed to com- 
plete the Comma nity’s fcp.rricr- 
free market. 

It fell far short of Gersan-sjc 
demands for the powers to be 
extended to major issues such 
industry, energy arid a Surope- 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia 
must reevaluate its rule in East 
Timor after the army opened fire 
on mourners there this week, a 
leading parliamentarian said 

Saturday. 

“There needs to be an evalua- 
tion of the whole policy of our 
approach in East Timor,” Marzn- 
ks Darasman, a member of fee 
ruling Golkar Party and one of 
the country’s few outspoken 
members of parliament, told 
Reuters. 

East Timor’s Bishop Ximenes 
Ceric* BeJo has said he had re- 
ports that up to 180 people were 
killed in the shooting last Tues- 
day. The official death toll is 19 
with 91 wounded. 

Indonesia, struggling for 16 
years to integrate the unwilling 
former Pom: geese colony into its 
diverse archipelago, has prom- 
ised to >end a* team to investigate 
fee shooting. 

It will be beaded by fee deputy 
chief o? strategic intelligence. 
Major General Arie Sudcwo. 

Jakarta must set up an inde- 
per.dent -commission “re signal a 
arxiz message ro ike intema- 
fior.af community of fee serious- 
ness Or r the government about 
clarifying what happened.” ivir. 
Marzuld said. 

Ms suggested it be mace up of 
Indonesians independent of gov- 
smnteni. 

Diplomats say fe- shootings 
cave turned fee rid: against In- 
uonss lajohish was gradually gein- 
r:i£ acceptance for its role ever 
East Timor, still not recognised 
by fee United Nations. 

'Jakarta has controlled the pre- 
dominantly Roman Catholic pro- 


l 


vince of 750,000 people since 
1976. 

Without an independent study 
feat satisfies the world commun- 
ity soon, Indonesia can expect 
international problems, Mr. Mar- 
zuki said. 

Witnesses dispute the army 
version of Tuesday’s incident feat 
it was a misunderstanding of 
orders and that troops had been 
provoked into firing at fee crowd 
of 3,500 which was mourning the 
death in riots two weeks earlier of 
an independence sympathiser. 

“It was a case of a planned and 
systematic massacre... this was a 
very disciplined operation. This 
was not a situation where you had 
some hothead who ran amok,” 
said U.S. journalist Allan Naim 
who had been in fee crowd. 

Foreign Minister Aii Alatas, 
who returned to Indonesia Friday 
night, called foreign media re- 
ports of the incident exaggerated 
but admitted it was bound to 
affect his country. 

Mr. Maizuki said that Indone- 
sia’s rapid development of East 
Timor after three centuries of 
neglect by Portuguese colonialists 
had been too fast while other 
aspects of life had been left be- 
hind. 

“The people have no sense of 
identity with the government ex- 
cept with (East Timor Governor 
Mario Viegas) Carrascalao. He 
was the sole hope of the people,” 
Mr. Marzuki said. 

Mr. Carrascalao, himself 
Timorese, has blamed fee army 
for what happened, saying it has 
undermined bis credibility to rule 
and charged fee military with 
backing pro-Jakarta extremists. 
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G'Mprosaiss sees? 


— U.S. Secretary 
■>; Stula L-mes Suker t.sl setfor 


i-i * tiers Saforday but 


L'.; Rise 

liter* " :u; no sign of fee orcak- 


•hrtwgb he is looking for ro solve 
problems that threaten the future 
•;T S:riC-Atrsr.cRi: -elation*. 

Official Chi.Tcs; recounts of his 
rr ietir.ts with Chinese Premier Li 
‘•esg. President Yang Sbangkun 


and Ccsraczht Party General 


Secretary Jiang Terror: did not 
offor a glimmer of hops feat any 
raster rte ajrMmcr-S had beer, 
reached. 

Crs fee confrciy. they rein- 
frved ::.e ^srpresreu; iha: a grir.- 
f aced Mr. Baker had given 


— w . throughout die day the: relations 

wide transport and rommunica- ] arc teetering cc fee edge of a 
j» tioos network. ’ decoer crisis. 


Similarly, fee British accept- ! 
ance of a single currency, previd- j 
ing it can have a r. "op?- out” ; 
clause stipulating special endorse- i 
meat by the " ‘«h parii-ament. »s ; 
causing resent. * amour? fee = 
Italians and Germans. ' ’ 

British officials say feat 'ritii- 
out the opt-out douse on fee * 
currency and without removal cf 
the word “federal,” which Britain ■ 
sees as an erosion of sovereignty. ■ 
major will veto treaties. j 

But nobody wants to be spoiler > 
— including the prime ministe- 1 
whose predecessor. Margaret ; 
Thatcher, was ousted just one j 
year ago. j 

Mr. Major, who came to pew.*.* • 


-‘.dT.ng to fee zcy.:z of -defeat. 
rfSeiifer. travelling ‘ 3 -ife Baker 
toil! reporters fee secretary of 
state arc not clcn i confer- 
r-ce as ?*perted Saturday nlcht. 

“ScL-to problems can be solved 
ferougk discussion, while others 
si -or zi ;OuTiJ: of discus- 
L-icn.” ti.e official New Cains 
■-te-.-'s Agency (NCVA) quoted 
Frc.ntieni Yang as teiiing Mr. 
?a : :;er. 

"Tbos- which ro.n not be 

«l,y, !-.>«— •? ■— Kj. 


tain “at the heart of Europe.” Is 
negotiating individually with t : ro 
leaders of the other top ferec 
countries in th; community, Ger- 
many, France and Italy. 


sofvjcj :or too j:rrc 
jhalveo. We call fei: ’ seeking 
:orr.r,'.'jn ground while rcservir.t; 
differences’.” 

This was no; the message Mr. 
lalicr bed 'v .ropirr :o accr. 

Mis vl ;It ;VL$ to stave 

off c’r.-r.’-iidr :'rcrr. C'eagress that 
j,; ro take a 

tr-gr/ar — Ith CtL'c's aord- 

'.hte C;:-.T..r"-;s: ; to .to to, hitting 
roro; hurts irilh trade 


sanctions to force change. 

Mr. Baker had been seeking 
visible progress on a range of 
issues, including Peking's policies 
on human rights, nuclear arms 
proliferation, and its use of prison 
labour to boost its already surging 
trade surplus. 

Unless China makes significant 
concessions soon, there is a real 
prospect that relations will sour 
even further. 

Mr. Baker is the most senior 
U.S. official to visit China since 
troops tilled hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, of unarmed pro- 
democracy demonstrators in Pek- 
ing on June 4, 1989. 

The Chinese army crackdown 
on student protests around fee 
capital’s Tiananmen Square 
plunged Sino-U.S. relations to 
their lowest point since diploma- 
tic ties were established in 1979. 

Mr. Baker made clear to 
Chinese leaden that his visit was 
a make-or-break opportunity for 
a fresh start. 

Reporting on Mr. Baker's 
meeting with Mr. Lee, the 
NCNA said: “Baker said his trip 
is of critical significance for future 
U.S.-China relations.” 

Mr. Baker stressed in hi s talks 
with Mr. Yang that “his current 
visit must not end in failure,” fee 
news agency said. 

Mr. Yang, using vague di- 
plomatic language feat appeared 
to play down any urgency of the 
problems, was quoted as saving 
feat “there are some twists and 
turns in the S:no-U.S. rela- 
tionship and now the time has 
come to end the twists and 
turns.” 
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NEW DELHI (R) — Four peo- 
ple were killed as by-elections 
began in India Saturday in a first 
trial of strength ance Rajiv Gan- 
dhi’s Congress Party' scraped to 
power in June with a parliamen- 
tary minority. 

Two people were killed and 
four injured when rival political 
party workers fired on each other 
for control of a polling station in 
the Vaishali constituency of the 
eastern state of Bihar, police said 
m the state capital Patna. 

Police fired on a mob that was 
attempting to wrest control of 
another polling station in the 
Bih 2 r district of Patehpur, killing 
one person. A man was blown up 
while making a bomb elsewhere 
in the state, police said. 

Authorities in Bihar have 
issued orders to police to shoot 
anybody attempting to take over 
a polling station. 

Ejection security bas been 
beefed up in Bihar and neigh- 
bouring Uttar Pradesh, two states 
chronically beset by caste and 
religious strife and often troubled 
by polling fraud and violence. 

Tlse largely peaceful campaign 
ended in violence Friday in the 
southern district of Nandva] — 
where Prime Minister Narasimha 
Rao is seeking a seat — 1 as four 
people, including state assembly 
candidate, were killed in a bomb 
explosion. 

Mr. Rao, who was thrust into 
office in June after Mr. Gandhi 


was assassinated, must win if lie is 
to retain his job. According ro 
Indian law, unelected min&crs 
must win a parliamentary 
within six months of taking o!r.c? 
or lose thei" jobs. 

Mr. Rao, an : rr,pussric 78-r?..?- 
old veteran of Congress back- 
rooms. is expected to do ic easi- 
ly. His defence minister, S3v»rp 3 
Pawar. is also tipped to win in his 
home state of Maharashtra. 

The hy-eleciions in 15 par- 
liamentary constituencies _nd 56 
state assembly seat? v.ili 
some Hint of how voters view M-. 
Rao’s drastic moves ;•? r*fo.T, 
India's debt-laden .■coroiry. 

Mr. Rao has slashed ft ;ov-5.r n - 
ment spending and red tope and 
welcomed foreign invenoh - - In 
reversal of the idea! of scrialis: 
self-sufficiency adopted inde- 
pendence from Eriiai.'. in 1947. 

But with two major opposition 
parties battling for prestige gains, 
no one — including Congress — 
expects the govern m rot to sweep 
the polls on a platform of econo- 
mic austerity measures. 

Congress is expected !o to’ : 
the Ameihi constituency in Uttar 
Pradesh, which Mr. Gandhi won 
handsomely on May 20. the day 
before he was blown up- ty 
woman suicide bomber. 

But there :s no way the polls 
can give Mr. Rao quite as marty 
seats as be needs for a majority in 
parliament, where Congress rales 
with the help of a divided oppost- 
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tic;: tod r-.boui i. score of ouppor- 
t«r~. amepg steal! parties and in- 
ccpenderii*. 

Afcou: a :Mrd of the by- 
elections being held in Uttar 
Pradesh. largely because Hindu- 
Kus’irr. vir-lence during the 
gsr.er a! ».e:;:cr. forced the can- 
cellation o? many contests there. 

More than 3C0 people were 
irilied in feat election, India’s 
-l-vdisst rv.nce independence .- 

. .ro Hindu nationalist Bhar- 
atiya Janata Party (BJ?) swept to 
power in Uttar Pradesh — India’s 
mw: populous state, which has 
produced all but two of fee coun- 
try ':> prime ministers — ■ on the 


back of a Hindu militant cam- 
paign to claim the site of a mos- 
que in the state’s holy town of 
Aycdhya. 

The dispute has helped to bring 
down two governments and 
sparked Hindu-Muslizn riots over 
fee past two years in which 2,000 
people have been killed. 

By-election results will be 
announced late Sunday, the Elec- 
tion Commission said. 

Meanwhile, India’s Sup re me 
Court has ordered a state govern- 
ment not to build a new temple 
on the site of an old mosque. 

The Supreme Court said in a 
ruling Friday fee states quo of fee 
shrine should be maintained until 
fee high court in the northern 
state of Uttar Pradesh decides to 
which religion the shrine belongs. 

The BJP government in Uttar 
Pradesh recently acquired land 
around the 450-year-old mosque 
in tbe ancient holy town of 
Ayodhya. Hindu militants claim 
the she as the birthplace of their 
god- king Lord Rama. 

Tbe land acquisition was wide- 
ly viewed as a move by tbe BJP 
government to begin keeping its 
promise to voters in a general 
election earlier this year to build 
a grand temple to Lord Rama 
where fee mosque now stands. 

A BJP ally, fee Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad (VHP) or World Hindu 
Organisation, announced last 
month it would start building fee 
temple by fee end of November. 



Michael Jackson 
cancels sexy part 
of new video 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Shocked 
by a public outcry over his new, 
video. Blade Or White, superstar 
Michael Jackson Friday cancelled 
a segment feat shows turn sen- 
sually rubbing his pelvis and .un- 
zipping his fly. A spokeswoman 
said Jackson also ordered a sequ- 
ence showing the entertainer 
being transformed from a panther 
and smashing up cars to be cot 
from fee video. The deletions 
follow mass protests against the 
video, broadcast in 27 countries 
Thursday, by fans and parents 
who were shocked and dismayed 
by what they viewed as depravity 
and violence in the 11-minute 
film. Jackson was equally shock- 
ed at fee adverse reaction "and, 
called for fee cuts within boms C: 
learning that instead of turning 
people on. it had turned them off. 
In a statement released by his 
publicists, Solteis, Roskm, Fried- 
man in Los Angeles, fee 33-year- 
old Jackson said, “it upsets me to 
think that Black Or White could 
influence any child or adult to 
destructive behaviour, either sex- 
ual or violent.” Spokeswoman 
Maureen O’Connor at Sobers, 
Roslrin, Friedman said, “Michael 
is a little naive. If he erred it was 
or. fee side of naivete." 
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Cheyenne Brando 
ftesd In France 
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ORLEANS, France (R) — 
Cheyenne Brando, the daughter 
of Hollywood legend Marian 
Brando, was arrested in France 
on charges of complicity is the 


flrivesm 


JgffW ft 


killing of her lover fas: year,.,. jpiSK&l 


justice sources said, iney sad 
she could ’ flown at the 

weekend to French Pacific 

Ocean island of Tahiti. A judge 
there bas reopened investigations 
into fee tillin g for which her 
haff-brpther, Christian Brando, 
was jailed for 10 years in Los 
Angeles last February. Marion 
Brando was wife his 21-year-oki 
daughter when police arrested 
her at 8 a.m. (0700 GMT) 
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Transport minister 
loses his wheels 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Trans- 
port Minister Moshe Katzav bas 
lost his car. Yediotta Ahronoth 
newspaper reported feat Katzav, 
woken by noises during tbe night 
Wednesday, reached his bed- 
room vrindow just in time to see 
thieves speed away in his withe 
Volvo. 


in car 
stereo thieves 


JOHANNESBURG (R) - 
South African thieves state a 
luxury car for its stereo and found 
a body in fee boot. Now police 
are banting arms smuggleR^ who 
they suspect killed British-born 
businessman Alan Ksdger and 
dumped his dismembered corpse 
in the luxury BMW car. Police 
sources said Kidger, a South Afri- 
can readent who heads a chemic- 
al company, could have been 
tortnred to death in connection 
with an illegal trade in red mer- 
cury, which is used in nuclear and 
missile technology. His arms, 
legs, buttocks and head had been 
sawn off and the -body wa^co- 
vered in a black substance 
permeated by mercury. Police 
have dropped murder charges 
against two men arrested test 
Saturday after they grabbed, the 
parked car in Johannesburg and 
drove it to Soweto . township: to 
remove its sound system.;- Ihc 
men panicked and ran when^th ey 
Opened tbe boot to readi'fe# 
loudspeakers. . 


Would-be gigolo 
faces heavy fine 
for obscenity 


ISTANBUL (R) — Woutfte 
Turkish Gigolo Cem3 Cura drew 
a rapid response when' be 
announced in ms local newspaper 
that be was “at tbe service afpeb 
but unsatisfied women.” tint it 
wasn't quite the r esponse be-ex- 
peeled. His “male to let” adwsr-, 
tisement in the daily newsskpe? 
Ses came to attention of fee 
public prosecutor. Although 
pros tit u t i on is legal in TOxkey 


Gira and both the owner and fee 
editor of fob ne w sp a per nosrfa^ 
charges under a 1927 obstiewiK 
law, which sets heavy 
offending public axxate. Qa^> 
28-year-oki worker from flte Ae* 
geaa town of Aytfin, told new* 
papers he decided to become^ 
gigolo b eca u s e he did. bc# have 
enough money to keep 
and dtikL “I have brown 
dark hair, fafr.complexkffl”^ 
advertisement told prospect# 8 
clients. Tm at fee servhterfrife 
but unsatisfied .women, mart**! 
or tfivorced, six days a 
. . . - • 
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